Lesson Seventeen—Matthew 18

Follow Me—Forgive as I Have Forgiven You

Introduction
The kingdoms of the world differ from the kingdom of God in many ways.

One way is their definition of greatness. A mighty general, a skilled politician, a tactful diplomat, and a great
scientist are all highly valued by their governments and are considered the great people of society. This is not true
in the kingdom of God. He who is great is humble. He who is great treats fellow sinners with the same love God
has for them.

18:1-9 Greatness in the kingdom of heaven

Verse 1 What were the disciples thinking when they asked Jesus about who would be the greatest in the kingdom
of heaven?

Verses 2-4 What is it about a child who believes in Jesus that makes such a child a model of greatness?

Evaluate: In God’s kingdom a person is not great because he does something great, but because he receives
something great.

Verse 6 How do people today (including some who count themselves members of the Christian church) cause
Christian children to fall into sin and unbelief?

Verse 7 It is inevitable that one person leads another to sin. A sinful world cannot act differently. But what does
Jesus say about those who are agents of leading others into sin?

Verses 8,9 We heard Jesus say these same words in the Sermon on the Mount (5:27-30) when he warned people
against falling into the sin of adultery. What do these words warn us against doing?

18:10-14 Heaven is filled with joy when a little child comes to faith
Verse 10 What fact should lead us to treat Christian children with high regard?
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Verses 12-14 What also should lead us to treat Christian children with high regard?

18:15-20 The process of showing patience toward those who sin against us

Here Jesus does not describe some sort of constitutional process for dealing with sinners. Rather, he teaches the
church to deal with sinners in patient love—just as he would deal with them if he were with them in person.

Verse 15 Why does love demand that the Christian first attempt to deal with the sinner on a one-to-one basis?

Verse 16 Why does love dictate that a second person become involved if the one-on-one approach does not work?

Verse 17 Why does love finally lead the Christian to take the matter before the church?

Verse 20 Often we use this passage in a general way, sometimes to take comfort in Christ’s presence when only
two or three Christians are present. What is the specific context of these comforting words?

Using the keys of the kingdom is the greatest responsibility of a church. How does this verse encourage the
church and give it confidence to use the keys?

18:21-35 The forgiveness of our King: the heart and core of life in the kingdom

Verse 21 Peter understood that Jesus was teaching him about patience. What did Peter consider a reasonable limit
to patience?

Verse 22 What does Jesus consider a reasonable limit?

Verses 23-34 This entire parable explains why Jesus’ limit and not Peter’s is the way it should be—yes, must
be—in the kingdom of heaven. (Note how Jesus puts it: “The kingdom of heaven is like.”) What is the point of
the parable?

Verse 35 Why will God judge those who refuse to forgive from the heart?
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How does this chapter help us understand Jesus’ ministry? How does it help us understand the nature of the
kingdom in which we are serving?

Summary

Greatness in the kingdom of heaven is not measured by how much we do for God, but by how we
receive his pardon and grace. Little children who humbly trust in Jesus are good examples for all who
want to follow him.

Receiving Christ’s forgiveness and having that forgiveness permeate our lives is central to living in
God’s kingdom. To practice patience with the erring is to display the patience we have received from
God. To forgive a brother or sister is to display the fact that we have found life in God’s forgiveness to
us.

For next time

Use The People’s Bible commentary on Matthew to review this section. Read through Matthew chapter 19 several
times.
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