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Lesson Twenty—Matthew 21:12-46 

Follow Me—And Bear Witness against Unbelief 
 

Introduction 

This section records the events of Palm Sunday afternoon and the following day.  

During the last week before he was crucified, Jesus spent a good deal of time in the temple, where he taught the 

people.  

But now his teaching was different—different from the Sermon on the Mount, from his final words to his 

disciples at the Last Supper, and from his patient teaching about the spread of the kingdom of God. 

As you listen to Jesus speak, remember the hundreds of years of God’s patience and blessings on his people. 

Recall their repeated unfaithfulness. 

Chapters 21–25 present the last words of Jesus and God the Father to the chosen people Israel—a final call to 

repentance and warnings of what would happen to them whose hearts would not change. 

21:12-17 Children will praise Jesus even if the religious leaders will not 

Verses 12,13 For what purpose had Solomon’s temple been built? For what purpose was it now being used? 

Verses 14-17 The children saw Jesus’ grace and compassion, and they praised God for it. What, however, was the 

reaction of the religious leaders? 

Jesus quotes from Psalm 8:2. Read the whole verse from the psalm. Do you think the religious leaders knew the 

second half of the verse? If so, what do you think was the reaction of the Pharisees to Jesus’ use of this verse? 

21:18-22 A visual aid to help the disciples understand what would happen to Israel 

What lesson was Jesus teaching by causing the fig tree to wither? 

Jesus promised that the Christian church would be able to do the same thing in its ministry. In this context, what 

sort of request is Jesus saying God will honor? (Hint: Look at Matthew 16:18.)  

21:23-27 Even what the Jewish leaders had would be taken away from them 

Verse 23 Why did the religious leaders need to ask Jesus where he received his authority? 

Verses 24-27 How does Jesus make them reveal their unbelief? 
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Verse 27 How does Jesus take away from them even the little truth they had? 

21:28-32 The Jewish leaders are forced to admit their guilt 

Verses 28,29 How did the Gentiles and “sinners” show themselves to be like the first son? 

Verses 30,31 How did the Jewish people show themselves to be like the second son? 

Verses 31,32 How did the Pharisees condemn themselves? 

21:33-44 The Jewish leaders are again forced to admit their guilt 

Verse 40 Review the parable. There are no difficulties involved in interpreting its basic points. How did Jesus set 

up the Jewish leaders to condemn themselves? 

Verse 41 Reflect on the answer the Jewish leaders gave to Jesus. What must have been going through their minds 

when they answered Jesus’ question as forcefully and accurately as they did?  

Verse 42 Identify each of the subjects of the verse Jesus quoted. How does this verse summarize what was 

happening that week in Jerusalem?  

• “the stone” 

• “the builders” 

• those who consider what God has done as “marvelous” 

Who does Jesus say is behind his ministry? What impact do you think this had on the Pharisees? 

Verse 44 Jesus is talking about two levels of punishment. Those who reject him will suffer for their rejection. 
They will never find peace of conscience or spiritual happiness.  

But there will come a day when the stone will fall on those who reject it. What will happen to them on that day? 
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21:45,46 The Jewish leaders’ hearts remain hard 

Verse 45 How did the Pharisees reveal both their understanding and their lack of understanding of Jesus’ parables 

at the same time? 

Verse 46 This verse serves as an introduction to the events on Thursday evening and Friday morning. How? 

How does this chapter help us understand Jesus’ ministry? How does it help us understand the nature of the 

kingdom in which we are serving? 

Summary 

Two thousand years of Jewish history are at an end. God has sent his Son and God’s people have 
rejected him. Jesus issued God’s final call to repentance, but Jesus’ words of warning only served to stir 
up more animosity against him. 

For next time 

Use The People’s Bible commentary on Matthew to review this section. Read through Matthew chapter 22 several 

times 


