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WELCOME: To all who are present with us this evening, we offer a 
heart-felt “welcome” in Jesus’ name.  
 
Advent means “He is coming.” This does not mean that someone is 
coming from anywhere in our world,  but Someone comes from 
beyond our world and entering our time and space, even our very 
human nature, to help us in our need. That Someone is none other 
than God Himself.  He comes to us for the purpose of expressing His 
unexpected grace toward us forgiving our sins and rescuing us from 
death and hell. 

https://clclutheran.org/


ORDER OF WORSHIP 
OPENING PRAYER: We ask the Lord’s blessings on our worship. 
 
HYMN: #62                                   Oh, Come, Oh, Come, Emmanuel 

 
Oh, come, Oh, come, Emmanuel, 

And ransom captive Israel 
That mourns in lonely exile here 

Until the Son of God appear. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
Shall come to thee, O Israel. 

 
Oh, come, Thou Rod of Jesse, free 
Thine own from Satan's tyranny; 

From depths of hell Thy people save 
And give them vict'ry o'er the grave. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
Shall come to thee, O Israel. 

 
Oh, come, Thou Day-spring from on high, 

And cheer us by Thy drawing night; 
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night 

And death's dark shadows put to flight. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
Shall come to thee, O Israel. 

 
Oh, come, Thou Key of David, come, 
And open wide our heav'nly home; 

Make safe the way that leads on high 
And close the path to misery. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
Shall come to thee, O Israel.  

Amen. 



INVOCATION 
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit. 
Cong:  Amen. 
 

 
God loved the world so that He gave 

His only Son the lost to save 
That all who would in Him believe 

Should everlasting life receive. 
 

Christ Jesus is the Ground of faith, 
Who was made flesh and suffered death; 

All that confide in Him alone 
Are built on this chief Cornerstone. 

CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION 
Pastor: We have come into the presence of God, who 
created us to love and serve Him as His dear children. But 
we have disobeyed Him and deserve only His wrath and 
punishment. Therefore, let us confess our sins to Him and 
plead for His mercy. 
 
Cong: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful 
from birth. In countless ways I have sinned against You 
and do not deserve to be called Your child. But trusting in 
Jesus, my Savior, I pray: have mercy on me according to 
Your unfailing love; cleanse me from my sin; and take 
away my guilt. 
 
Pastor: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. 
By the perfect life and innocent suffering and death of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, He has removed your guilt forever. This 
Gospel is the power of God unto salvation for everyone who 
believes, because in it the righteousness of God is revealed 
from faith for faith, as it is written: The just shall live by faith. 
Cong: Amen.  



Glory to God the Father, Son, 
And Holy Spirit, Three in One! 

To Thee, O blessed Trinity, 
Be praise now and eternally! 

Amen. 
 
THE PRAYER OF THE DAY: 
Pastor: Mercifully hear, O Lord, the prayers of Your people. As 
we rejoice in the coming of Your only-begotten Son to be our 
Savior, so also cause us to receive Him in our hearts by faith so 
that when He comes at last to judge the living and the dead we 
might look upon Him without fear and receive from Him the gift 
of eternal life; through Jesus Christ, Your Son our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit—one God, forever 
and ever.  
Cong: Amen. 
 
FIRST SCRIPTURE LESSON: Jeremiah 33:12-18 
(ESV) “Thus says the LORD of hosts: In this place that is waste, 
without man or beast, and in all of its cities, there shall again be 
habitations of shepherds resting their flocks.  (13)  In the cities of 
the hill country, in the cities of the Shephelah, and in the cities of 
the Negeb, in the land of Benjamin, the places about Jerusalem, 
and in the cities of Judah, flocks shall again pass under the hands 
of the one who counts them, says the LORD.  (14)  “Behold, the 
days are coming, declares the LORD, when I will fulfill the promise 
I made to the house of Israel and the house of Judah.  (15)  In 
those days and at that time I will cause a righteous Branch to 
spring up for David, and he shall execute justice and 
righteousness in the land.  (16)  In those days Judah will be saved, 
and Jerusalem will dwell securely. And this is the name by which it 
will be called: ‘The LORD is our righteousness.’  (17)  “For thus 
says the LORD: David shall never lack a man to sit on the throne 
of the house of Israel,  (18)  and the Levitical priests shall never 
lack a man in my presence to offer burnt offerings, to burn grain 
offerings, and to make sacrifices forever.” 



SECOND SCRIPTURE LESSON: Romans 13:8-14 
(ESV) Owe no one anything, except to love each other, for the one 
who loves another has fulfilled the law.  (9)  For the 
commandments, “You shall not commit adultery, You shall not 
murder, You shall not steal, You shall not covet,” and any other 
commandment, are summed up in this word: “You shall love your 
neighbor as yourself.”  (10)  Love does no wrong to a neighbor; 
therefore love is the fulfilling of the law.  (11)  Besides this you 
know the time, that the hour has come for you to wake from sleep. 
For salvation is nearer to us now than when we first 
believed.  (12)  The night is far gone; the day is at hand. So then let 
us cast off the works of darkness and put on the armor of 
light.  (13)  Let us walk properly as in the daytime, not in orgies and 
drunkenness, not in sexual immorality and sensuality, not in 
quarreling and jealousy.  (14)  But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires. 
 
HYMN: #703                                                Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers 
 

Rejoice, rejoice, believers, 
And let your light appear; 
The evening is advancing, 
And darker night is near. 

The Bridegroom is arising 
And soon is drawing night. 

Up, pray, and watch and wrestle; 
At midnight comes the cry. 

 
The watchers on the mountain 
Proclaim the Bridegroom near; 

Go forth, as He approaches, 
With alleluias clear. 

The marriage feast is waiting; 
The gates wide open stand. 

Arise, O heirs of glory, 
The Bridegroom is at hand. 



 
The saints, who here in patience 
Their cross and suff’rings bore, 

Shall live and reign forever 
When sorrow is no more. 

Around the throne of glory 
The Lamb they shall behold; 
In triumph cast before Him 

Their diadems of gold. 
 

Our Hope and Expectation, 
O Jesus, now appear; 

Arise, O Sun so longed for, 
O’er this benighted sphere. 

With hearts and hands uplifted, 
We plead, O Lord, to see 

The day of earth’s redemption 
That sets Your people free. 

 
CONFESSION OF FAITH: The Apostolic Creed 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and 
earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
Born of the virgin Mary, 
Suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
Was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended into hell. 
The third day He rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of 
God the Father almighty. 
From there He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit,  



The Holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, 
The forgiveness of sins, 
The resurrection of the body, 
And the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
THE SERMON: Matthew 21:1-9 
(ESV) Now when they drew near to Jerusalem and came to 
Bethphage, to the Mount of Olives, then Jesus sent two 
disciples,  (2)  saying to them, “Go into the village in front of 
you, and immediately you will find a donkey tied, and a colt 
with her. Untie them and bring them to me.  (3)  If anyone says 
anything to you, you shall say, ‘The Lord needs them,’ and he 
will send them at once.”  (4)  This took place to fulfill what was 
spoken by the prophet, saying,  (5)  “Say to the daughter of Zion, 
‘Behold, your king is coming to you, humble, and mounted on a 
donkey, on a colt, the foal of a beast of burden.’”  (6)  The 
disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them.  (7)  They 
brought the donkey and the colt and put on them their cloaks, 
and he sat on them.  (8)  Most of the crowd spread their cloaks 
on the road, and others cut branches from the trees and spread 
them on the road.  (9)  And the crowds that went before him and 
that followed him were shouting, “Hosanna to the Son of David! 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in 
the highest!” 
 

“Unexpected Grace” 
 

THE OFFERING OF THANKFUL HEARTS 
 

GENERAL PRAYER & THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 
HYMN: #95                                           Savior of the Nations, Come 

 
Savior of the nations, come, 

Virgin's son, make here Thy home! 



Marvel now, O heav'n and earth, 
That the Lord chose such a birth. 

 
Not by human flesh and blood 

By the Spirit of our God, 
Was the Word of God made flesh-- 

Woman's Offspring, pure and fresh. 
 

Wondrous birth! O wondrous Child 
Of the Virgin undefiled! 

Tho' by all the world disowned, 
Still to be in heav'n enthroned. 

 
From the Father forth He came 

And returneth to the same, 
Captive leading death and hell-- 
High the song of triumph swell! 

 
Thou the Father's only Son, 

Hast o'er sin the victory won. 
Boundless shall Thy kingdom be; 

When shall we its glories see? 
 

Brightly doth Thy manger shine, 
Glorious is its light divine. 

Let not sin o'ercloud this light; 
Ever be our faith thus bright. 

 
Praise to God the Father sing, 

Praise to God the Son, our King, 
Praise to God the Spirit be 

Ever and eternally. 
Amen. 

 
 



THE BENEDICTION 
Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make His face shine 
upon you and be gracious unto you; the Lord lift up His countenance 
upon you and give you peace. 
Cong: Amen. 
 
SILENT PRAYER 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



A N N O U N C E M E N T S 
 
THIS WEEK’S SCHEDULE 
Today @ 1:00 PM – Marilyn Smith 
Tuesday   @11:00 AM Cindy Fletcher 
      @2:00 PM Deb Vallely 
Wednesday @ 9:30 AM – Advent service  
Friday @ 4:00 PM Wenner confirmation 
Sunday @ 9:00 AM Bible Class 
                 @ 10:00 AM  Divine Service with Holy Communion 
   
MIDWEEK ADVENT SERVICES: As noted in the above schedule, this 
Wednesday marks the beginning of our mid-week Advent services. 
The theme this year is “The Miracles of Christmas.” The services will 
be streamed to our YouTube channels for those unable to make the 
morning services. 
 
CALL NEWS: Pastor Aaron Ude of Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, 
Rapid City, SD, has received the call to Trinity Ev. Lutheran Church, 
Spokane, WA. Pastor Emeritus Michael Eichstadt has received the 
vacancy call to Trinity Ev. Lutheran Church, Spokane, WA. Pastor 
Stefan Sonnenfeld of Redeemer Lutheran Church, Sister Lakes, MI, 
has received the call to Peace Thru Christ Lutheran Church, 
Middleton, WI. Pastor Nathan Pfeiffer of Berea Lutheran Church, Inver 
Grove Heights, MN, has returned the call to Messiah Lutheran 
Church, Eau Claire, WI. Professor Mark Weis has received the part-
time call to Our Redeemer's Lutheran Church, Red Wing, MN. Pastor 
David Pfeiffer of Holy Trinity Ev. Lutheran Church, West Columbia, SC, 
has received the call to Living Hope Lutheran Church, Appleton, WI. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Daily Bible Readings for Home Devotions 

December 01 - December 06, ‘25 
 

Mon    Matthew   21:1-9   As we look forward to the Christ’s humble 

coming in Bethlehem, we remember also His humble approach to 

Jerusalem where He will lay down His life for us sinners all.   

Tues    Romans   13:11-14   At Christmas we remember Jesus coming 

to earth to redeem us from sin.  As the dawn of His second coming 

approaches, let us walk in His light, clothed with His righteousness.  

Wed    Jeremiah   33:14-18    The righteous Branch from David’s line 

will fulfill the good promises of the LORD.  He, the LORD our 

Righteousness, will reign forever, and the benefit to us will also be 

without end!   

Thurs    Psalm   143:1-6    David pleads for God’s mercy as the enemy 

pursues his soul (v3).  He calls not because he deserves God’s help 

(v2), but because He remembers God’s merciful works of long ago.   

Fri     Psalm   143:7-12     David needs the LORD’s mercy for his very 

life, and wants to be taught the way he should go, as well as to be 

rescued from his enemies.  “For I am your servant” (v12).  

Sat     Psalm   1     What a contrast there is between the Godly and 

the Ungodly!  The LORD blesses the righteous with continuous life and 

fruit and prosperity in everything they do (v3).  For this Christ came!   


