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Lesson Twenty-Three—Matthew 24:1-35 

Follow Me—And Be Always Watching  
for My Return 

Introduction 

Jesus had labeled the Jewish house as desolate—empty of any spiritual life and ripe for destruction. 

Now Jesus turns his attention to his disciples. He does not want their house to become desolate. He wants them to 

hold on to their faith and be watching for his return. 

As you read this chapter, keep in mind some important truths. This chapter is: 

NOT about trying to figure out in which verses Jesus is talking about God’s judgment on Jerusalem and when he 

is talking about his judgment on the world, 

BUT about learning to see the judgment on Jerusalem as an example of what God will do on the Last Day to all 

who reject him.  

NOT about trying to figure out when Jesus will come again, 

BUT about learning to keep watching for him at all times. 

NOT about satisfying our curiosity for details about the end of the world, 

BUT about learning to see in all of history evidence that this world will someday come to an end. 

24:1-3 The nature of the disciples’ question 

What event had Jesus referred to at the end of the last chapter? 

Verse 2 What event does he refer to here? 

Verse 3 From the nature of the disciples’ question, how do they understand the time relation between these two 

events? 

24:4-14 Signs of God’s judgment on unbelief 

Verse 4  Why doesn’t Jesus separate the two events that the disciples had in mind when they asked their question 

(verse 3)? 

Verses 4-14 Focus on each of the events leading up to the Last Day. Are these events taking place now? 

• false Christs 
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• wars/rumors of wars 

• famines/earthquakes 

• persecution of the church 

• Christians falling away from the faith 

• deceptive prophets 

• increase in wickedness/decrease of love 

• the gospel preached in all the world 

How do the following statements help us understand what Jesus wants us to do with this information? 

• “watch out that no one deceives you” 

• “see to it that you are not alarmed” 

• “such things must happen” 

• “beginning of birth pains” 

• “he who stands firm to the end will be saved” 

• “as a testimony to all nations” 
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In what sense are all these signs a testimony to the world regarding its final end? 

24:15-25 The distress of the last days 

Verses 15-20 The conquest of Jerusalem in A.D. 70 was terrible for the city and its inhabitants. Jesus uses this act 

of God’s judgment to picture God’s final judgment on the world. As time allows, discuss the details presented in 

these verses. 

Verses 21-22 Jesus now returns to the last days of the world and describes how hard it will be on Christians in 

those days. What comfort does he give his elect? 

Verses 23-25 Jesus describes the terrible deception of those days. What comfort does God give his elect? 

Why is the truth of election so comforting in view of the nature of the last days? 

24:26-31 Jesus will appear in such a way that all will see him 

Verse 26 Where do the false Christs appear? 

Verses 27,28 Where will the true Christ appear? 

Verse 29 What signs will immediately precede Christ’s second coming? 

Verse 30 The nations rejoice as they attempt to destroy the faith of God’s people. But what will they do when 

Jesus returns? 

Verse 31 The Christians mourned as they suffered at the hands of the unbelievers. But what can they look 

forward to when Jesus returns? 

24:32-35 We can be certain that everything will happen just as Jesus said it will 

Verse 33 Why did Jesus describe the events leading up to his return? 
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Verse 35 Why can we be certain that everything will take place just as Jesus describes it? 

How does this chapter help us understand Jesus’ ministry? How does it help us understand the nature of the 

kingdom in which we are serving? 

Summary 

Jesus warns his disciples to keep watching until he returns. They should not be frightened by what will 
take place as the end approaches All these things must happen. God will guard his elect. Jesus will 
return and bring us safely into heaven. 

For next time 

Use The People’s Bible commentary on Matthew to review this section. Read through Matthew 24:36–25:46 

several times 


