Lesson Two—Matthew 2
Follow Me—We Follow a King Who Is Received Only by Faith

Introduction
Matthew has carefully chosen the accounts he includes in his gospel.

In this chapter Matthew gives us insights into the nature of the kingdom of God. Faith, humility, persecution,
God’s powerful care—these are facts of life in God’s kingdom on earth.

2:1-12 The second prophecy fulfilled: In faith the Magi worship the King of the Jews

Use the following words to discuss the details of this remarkable and mysterious story.
* Magi from the East

» King Herod

e star

¢ Bethlehem

e exact time

* house

* bowed down and worshiped him

» gold, incense, myrrh

How does this account build on our picture of Jesus, the one we worship?

2:13-15 The third prophecy fulfilled: Our King is snatched from Satan’s jaws

Focus on the time elements in this section:

* when Mary and Joseph were warned by the angel

* how long Mary and Joseph stayed in Egypt
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* when Herod died and the holy family returned to Palestine

The prophecy quoted here, Hosea 11:1, refers to God delivering Israel from Egypt. Why do you think Matthew
says that the prophecy refers to Christ and is fulfilled in him?

2:16-18 The fourth prophecy fulfilled: Our King came to bring not only peace but also a sword
Why did Herod kill all the baby boys in Bethlehem?

Why did Herod designate that all boys up to two years old be killed?

This prophecy (from Jeremiah 31:15) refers to when Israel went into captivity in Babylon. Why did Matthew use
this prophecy to refer to Christ?

Read Jeremiah 31:16,17. Why do you think Matthew did not quote these verses? What comfort would they give
the women of Bethlehem who lost their children? What comfort do they give all who work in Christ’s church?

2:19-23 The fifth prophecy fulfilled: Our King will live in complete humilityHow did God use another dream to
give Joseph further direction?

Note: There is no prophecy like this in the Old Testament. Either Matthew is quoting from some work we know
nothing about (see Jude 14 for a clear example of this), or he is summarizing what the prophets in general say
about Jesus’” humility. Nazareth was not a place one would be proud to call his or her hometown.

How does this chapter help us understand Jesus’ ministry? How does it help us understand the nature of the
kingdom in which we are serving?
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Summary

Jesus is the God-man—descended from David and born through the Holy Spirit. Yet his greatness is covered with
humility. Only those who know him as their Savior and understand the nature of his rule will truly worship him.
This the Magi did. Yet many reject him. Wicked Herod tried to kill him and caused suffering in the process, just as
wicked people today cause suffering among God’s people. Yet God delivered his Christ, and God will deliver his
church as well.

For next time

Use The People’s Bible commentary on Matthew to review this chapter. Read through Matthew chapter 3 several
times.
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