Lesson Twenty-Seven—Matthew 27:11-56

Follow Me—Our King Goes into Battle

Introduction

Jesus is now in the middle of the hours of his suffering.

His disciples have rejected him. The leaders of God’s people have rejected him. Now he stands before the secular
powers of the world. Would they reject him too? Yes.

At a time when Jesus appears to be anything but a great king, he is establishing the greatest kingdom of all time—
the kingdom of God.

Only he can carry on this battle. The swords of the disciples could not help. The only weapon that could conquer
Satan was the innocent life of the Son of God.

27:11-26 Behold, the king of the Jews

Verse 11 Why did Jesus answer this question of Pilate, yet remain silent when Pilate asked him about the charges
brought against him by the Jews? (Hint: Compare what Jesus did here with how he answered the high priest
earlier.)

Verse 19 How did God dramatically testify to his Son’s innocence?
Verses 18,23,24 What tells us that Pilate knew Jesus was innocent?
Was Pilate really able to wash his hands of the matter? Why or why not?

Verse 25 This was the final word in Israel’s rebellion against the Lord. What would be in store for Israel as a
nation from this time on? Compare Matthew 23:35,36.

Verse 26 What shows us that Pilate harbored malice toward Jesus? (Note also what happens in the next account.)

27:27-31 The king of the Jews
This is the only time Jesus ever wore royal robes. Why was it fitting that he wear them now?

27:32-44 The crucifixion
Verse 34 Why do you think Jesus refused to drink the wine mixed with gall that the soldiers offered him?
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Verse 37 Why is it appropriate that Jesus have this superscription over his head at this time in his life?

Verses 34-44 Matthew doesn’t always quote from the Old Testament. Yet it is clear that he chooses to record the
events that fulfill prophecy. Look at the following Old Testament passages and note how they were fulfilled.

¢ Psalm 69:21

e Psalm 22:18

Isaiah 53:12

Psalm 22:7,8 (Note also Psalm 22:1 that is quoted in the next section.)

27:45-56 The death of Jesus

Verses 45,46 How do the two events—the three hours of darkness and Jesus’ cry from the cross about his Father
forsaking him—explain each other?

Verse 50 It is clear from all that happened that Jesus went into death willingly. Nothing makes that truth more
clear than the way Jesus died. How does this verse teach that truth?

Verses 51-53 Every event bore witness to what was happening. Prophecy fulfilled, unwilling (and unwitting)
statements of Jesus’ enemies, the testimony of Gentiles who really had no stake in Jesus’ death—all explained
what was happening.

In these verses we have some special witnesses to the significance of Jesus’ death. How did the following explain
what was happening?

* the temple

* the earth

¢ the tombs of believers and their inhabitants

Verse 54 What witness do the Roman soldiers give?
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Verses 55,56 Why do you think Matthew included this reference in his account?

How do these accounts help us understand Jesus’ ministry? Why are they central to our ministry?

Summary

Jesus walked the path to his death alone. Yet all along the way were road signs, giving witness to what
was happening.

Jesus’ enemies, some Gentiles, the temple, creation, and even the dead gave witness that Jesus was the
Son of God who had died for the sin of the world, had defeated Satan, and had established God’s
kingdom.

For next time

Use The People’s Bible commentary on Matthew to review this section. Read through Matthew 27:57-28:20
several times
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