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WELCOME: Good morning and welcome to all who are present with 
us this morning.  
 
The Christian life is lived between two realities: the trials and 
temptations of this present age and the certain victory Christ has 
already won for His people. Today God warns us not to trust in 
ourselves, but to cling to His grace, by which He seals and 
preserves His Church through every tribulation. In Revelation we 
are finally shown where that grace leads: sinners washed clean 
in the blood of the Lamb, clothed in white, and standing safely 
before the throne of God. 

https://clclutheran.org/


ORDER OF WORSHIP 
OPENING PRAYER: We ask the Lord’s blessings on our 
worship. 
 
HYMN: #371                           “Through Jesus’ Blood and Merit” 
 

Jesus, Thy blood and righteousness 
My beauty are, my glorious dress; 

'Midst flaming worlds, in these arrayed, 
With joy shall I lift up my head. 

 
Bold shall I stand in that great Day, 

For who ought to my charge shall lay? 
Fully absolved through these I am 

From sin and fear, from guilt and shame. 
 

The holy, meek, unspotted Lamb, 
Who from the Father's bosom came, 

Who died for me, e'en me t'atone, 
Now for my Lord and God I own. 

 
Lord, I believe Thy precious blood, 

Which at the mercy seat of God 
Forever doth for sinners plead, 

For me--e'en for my soul--was shed. 
Amen. 

 
INVOCATION 
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit. 
Cong:  Amen. 
 
CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION 
Pastor: Dearly loved by God, since we have come to worship 
and to give praise to the triune God, we ought to acknowledge 



that we come as sinners who have fallen short of His glory. So 
let us draw near with a true heart to confess our sins unto God, 
our Father, imploring Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ 
to have mercy upon us and to grant us forgiveness.  
 
Pastor: Our help is in the name of the Lord. 
Cong: Who made heaven and earth. 
 
Pastor: I said, “I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord.” 
Cong: And You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 
ALL: O almighty God, merciful Father, I, a poor miserable 
sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with 
which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your 
temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for 
them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray of your 
boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, 
bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus 
Christ, be gracious and merciful to me, a poor sinful being. 
 
Pastor: On the basis of your confession and by virtue of my 
office as a called servant of the Word, I announce the grace of 
God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of 
my Lord Jesus Christ, I forgive all your sins in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Cong: Amen. 
 
Pastor: Salvation belongs to our God who sits upon the throne, 
and to the Lamb. 
The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? 
The LORD is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall I be afraid? 
 
 
 
 



Cong:   
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
forevermore. Amen. 

 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 
Glory be to God on high, 

And on earth peace, goodwill toward men. 
We thank You, we bless You, we worship You, we glorify You, 

we give thanks to You, for Your great glory. O Lord God, 
heavenly King, God the Father Almighty. 

 
O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ; O Lord God, 

Lamb of God, Son of the Father, You who takes away the sin 
of the world, have mercy upon us. You who takes away the 

sin of the world, receive our prayer. You who sits at the right 
hand of God the Father, have mercy upon us. 

 
For You only are holy; You only are the Lord. 

You only, O Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 
are most high in the glory of God the Father. 

Amen. 
 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
Cong: (spoken) And with your spirit. 
 
THE PRAYER OF THE DAY: 
Pastor: Almighty and merciful God, You know our weakness 
and the dangers that surround us. Preserve us from false 
confidence in ourselves, strengthen us against every 
temptation, and keep us steadfast in the faith You have given 
through Your Word and Sacraments; that, clothed in the 



righteousness of Your Son, we may finally stand with all Your 
redeemed before Your heavenly throne; through Jesus Christ, 
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Cong: Amen. 
 
OLD TESTAMENT LESSON: 2 Samuel 22:25-34 
(EHV) The LORD has repaid me according to my righteousness, 
according to the cleanness of my hands in his sight.  (26)  To the 
merciful you reveal yourself as merciful. To the blameless 
person you reveal yourself as blameless.  (27)  To the pure you 
reveal yourself as pure, but to the crooked you reveal yourself 
as crafty.  (28)  Yes, you save humble people, but your eyes are 
on the proud, and you bring them down.  (29)  Yes, you are my 
lamp, O LORD. The LORD turns my darkness to light.  (30)  For 
with you I can charge against a battalion, and with my God I can 
jump over a wall.  (31)  This God—his way is blameless. The 
speech of the LORD is pure. He is a shield for all who take 
refuge in him.  (32)  For who is God besides the LORD? And who 
is the Rock except our God?  (33)  This God wraps me with 
strength and makes my way smooth.  (34)  By making my feet 
like those of a deer, he enables me to stand on high places. 
 
GOSPEL LESSON:  Luke 16:1-9 
(EHV) Jesus also said to his disciples, “There was a rich man 
who had a manager who was accused of wasting his 
possessions.  (2)  The rich man called him in and said to him, 
‘What is this that I hear about you? Give an account of your 
management, because you can no longer be 
manager.’  (3)  “The manager said to himself, ‘What will I do, 
since my master is taking away the management position from 
me? I am not strong enough to dig. I am ashamed to beg.  (4)  I 
know what I will do, so that when I am removed from my 
position as manager, people will receive me into their 
houses.’  (5)  “He called each one of his master’s debtors to 



him. He asked the first, ‘How much do you owe my 
master?’  (6)  He said, ‘Six hundred gallons of olive oil.’ He said 
to him, ‘Take your bill, sit down quickly, and write three 
hundred.’  (7)  Then he said to another, ‘How much do you owe?’ 
And he said, ‘Six hundred bushels of wheat.’ He said to him, 
‘Take your bill and write four hundred and eighty.’  (8)  “The 
master commended the dishonest manager because he had 
acted shrewdly. For the children of this world are more shrewd 
in dealing with their own generation than the children of the 
light are.  (9)  I tell you, make friends for yourselves with 
unrighteous mammon, so that when it runs out, they will 
welcome you into the eternal dwellings. 
 
REVELATION LESSON: Revelation 7:1-13 
(EHV) After this I saw four angels, who stood at the four corners 
of the earth. They were holding back the four winds of the earth 
so that the wind could not blow on the earth, the sea, or any 
tree.  (2)  And I saw another angel coming up from the east, who 
had the seal of the living God. He called out with a loud voice to 
the four angels who were given power to harm the earth and the 
sea. He said,  (3)  “Do not harm the earth, the sea, or the trees 
until we have placed a seal on the foreheads of God’s 
servants.”  (4)  And I heard the number of those sealed: 144,000 
sealed from all the tribes of the people of Israel:  (5)  from the 
tribe of Judah, 12,000, who were sealed, from the tribe of 
Reuben, 12,000, from the tribe of Gad, 12,000,  (6)  from the 
tribe of Asher, 12,000, from the tribe of Naphtali, 12,000, from 
the tribe of Manasseh, 12,000,  (7)  from the tribe of Simeon, 
12,000, from the tribe of Levi, 12,000, from the tribe of 
Issachar, 12,000,  (8)  from the tribe of Zebulun, 12,000, from 
the tribe of Joseph, 12,000, from the tribe of Benjamin, 12,000, 
who were sealed.  (9)  After these things I looked, and there was 
a great multitude that no one could count, from every nation, 
tribe, people, and language, standing in front of the throne and 
of the Lamb, clothed with white robes, and with palm branches 



in their hands.  (10)  They called out with a loud voice and said: 
Salvation comes from our God, who sits on the throne, and 
from the Lamb.  (11)  All the angels stood around the throne, 
the elders, and the four living creatures. They fell on their faces 
before the throne and worshipped God,  (12)  saying: Amen. 
Blessing and glory and wisdom and thanks and honor and 
power and might belong to our God forever and ever. 
Amen.  (13)  One of the elders spoke to me and said, “These 
people dressed in white robes, who are they and where did they 
come from?” And I answered him, “Sir, you know.” 
 
CONFESSION OF FAITH                                The Nicene Creed  
 
I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of  
heaven and earth and of all things visible and invisible.  
 
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of  
God, begotten of His Father before all worlds, God of  
God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not  
made, being of one substance with the Father, by Whom  
all things were made; Who for us men and for our salvation 
came down from heaven And was incarnate by the Holy 
Spirit of the virgin Mary, And was made man; And was 
crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and 
was buried. And the third day He rose again according to the 
Scriptures And ascended into heaven and sits at the right 
hand of the Father. And He will come again with glory to 
judge the living and the dead, Whose kingdom will have no 
end.  
 
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of life, 
Who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with  
the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 
Who spoke by the prophets. 
  



And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I 
acknowledge one baptism for the remission of sins, And I 
look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world 
to come. Amen. 
 
HYMN: #263                                     “O Little Flock, Fear Not the Foe” 

O little flock, fear not the Foe 
Who madly seeks your overthrow; 

Dread not his rage and pow'r. 
What tho' your courage sometimes faints, 

His seeming triumph o'er God's saints 
Lasts but a little hour. 

 
Be of good cheer; your cause belongs 
To Him who can avenge your wrongs; 

Leave it to Him, our Lord. 
Tho' hidden yet from mortal eyes, 

His Gideon shall for you arise, 
Uphold you and His Word. 

 
As true as God's own Word is true, 

Not earth nor hell with all their crew 
Against us shall prevail. 

A jest and byword are they grown; 
God is with us, we are His own; 

Our vict'ry cannot fail. 
 

Amen, Lord Jesus, grant our prayer; 
Great Captain, now Thine arm make bare, 

Fight for us once again! 
So shall Thy saints and martyrs raise 

A mighty chorus to Thy praise, 
World without end. Amen. 

Amen. 
 



THE SERMON: Revelation 7:14-17 
(EHV) (EHV) “These are the ones coming out of the great 
tribulation. They have washed their robes and made them 
white in the blood of the Lamb. Therefore they are before the 
throne of God, and serve Him day and night in His temple; and 
He who sits on the throne will shelter them with His presence. 
They shall hunger no more, neither thirst anymore; the sun 
shall not strike them, nor any scorching heat. For the Lamb in 
the midst of the throne will be their Shepherd, and He will guide 
them to springs of living water, and God will wipe away every 
tear from their eyes.” 

 
White Robes 

 
THE OFFERTORY  

Create in me a clean heart, O God, 
And renew a right spirit within me. 

Cast me not away from Your presence, 
And take not Your Holy Spirit from me. 
Restore to me the joy of Your salvation, 

And uphold me with Your free Spirit.  
Amen. 

 
 

THE OFFERING OF THANKFUL HEARTS 
 
GENERAL PRAYER 
 
 
HYMN: #656                                 “Behold A Host Arrayed In White”  

 
Behold a host, arrayed in white, 

Like thousand snow-clad mountains bright, 



With palms they stand. Who is this band 
Before the throne of light? 

Lo, these are they of glorious fame 
Who from the great affliction came 

And in the flood of Jesus' blood 
Are cleansed from guilt and blame. 

Now gathered in the holy place, 
Their voices they in worship raise, 

Their anthems swell where God doth dwell, 
Mid angels' songs of praise. 

 
Despised and scorned, they sojourned here; 

But now, how glorious they must appear! 
Those martyrs stand a priestly band, 

God's throne forever near. 
So oft, in troubled days gone by, 

In anguish they would weep and sigh. 
At home above the God of Love 

For aye their tears shall dry. 
They now enjoy their Sabbath rest, 
The paschal banquet of the blest; 

The Lamb, their Lord, at festal board 
Himself is Host and Guest. 

 
Then hail, ye mighty legions, yea, 

All hail! Now safe and blest for aye; 
And praise the Lord, who with His Word 

Sustained you on the way. 
Ye did the joys of earth disdain, 

Ye toiled and sowed in tears and pain. 
Farewell, now bring your sheaves and sing 

Salvation's glad refrain. 
Swing high your palms, lift up your song, 

Yea, make it myriad voices strong. 
Eternally shall praise to Thee, 



God, and the Lamb belong. 
Amen. 

 

THE SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT 
Pastor: The Lord be with you.  
Cong: And with your spirit.  
 
Pastor: Lift up your hearts.  
Cong: We lift them up unto the Lord.  
 
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord.  
Cong: It is good and right to do so.  
 
Pastor It is truly good, right, and spiritually beneficial that we 
should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, 
almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord; 
who by the shedding of His precious blood has cleansed us from 
every sin and clothed us in His own righteousness; who seals 
and preserves His people through every trial and temptation; 
and who, as the Lamb upon the throne and the Shepherd of His 
flock, leads His redeemed through the great tribulation to 
springs of living water, where hunger and thirst are no more and 
every tear is wiped away. Therefore with angels and archangels 
and with all the company of heaven, we laud and magnify Your 
glorious name, evermore praising You and singing: 
 
Cong: Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts. 
Heaven and earth are full of Your glory. 
Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
Pastor: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name; 
Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses as 



we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
Cong: (spoken) For Thine is the kingdom and the power and 
the glory forever and ever. Amen.  
 
THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION: 
Pastor: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the same nigh He was 
betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, blessed it 
and broke it and gave it to His disciples, saying, “Take; eat; this 
is My body which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of Me.” 
 
In the same way, He took the cup after supper, and when He had 
given thanks, He gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; 
this is My blood which is shed for you for the remission of sins. 
Do this, as often as your drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 
Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always.  
Cong: (spoken) Amen.  
 
Cong: (sung)  

O Christ, the Lamb of God, 
Who takes away the sin of the world, 

Have mercy upon us. 
O Christ, the Lamb of God, 

Who takes away the sin of the world, 
Have mercy upon us. 

O Christ, the Lamb of God, 
Who takes away the sin of the world, 

Grant us Your peace. Amen. 
 

 A NOTE TO OUR GUESTS ABOUT HOLY COMMUNION 
On the basis of the Bible’s teaching about Holy Communion, at Faith 
Lutheran Church we believe that Christ gives to us His true body and 
blood in, with, and under the bread and the wine. We also understand 
that, while Christ instituted this meal for the strengthening of His 
believers’ faith, this Sacrament has the potential to bring judgment on 
those who do not receive it with a proper understanding of its nature 



and purpose. In love, we ask that if you are not a member of Faith 
Lutheran Church, or a sister church in the CLC, that you NOT come 
forward to receive the sacrament.  
 
If you would like more information concerning receiving Communion 
with us in the future, please speak with the pastor following the 
service.  
 
Pastor: Oh, give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good,  
Cong: And His mercy endures forever.  
 
Pastor: We give thanks to You, Almighty God, that You have 
refreshed us through this special means of grace. We ask that, 
of Your everlasting mercy, You would strengthen us through it in 
faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another, through 
Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, forever and ever.  
Cong: Amen.  
 
Pastor: The Lord be with you.  
Cong: And with your spirit.  
 
Pastor: Bless we the Lord.  
Cong: Thanks be to God. 
 
Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make His face 
shine upon you and be gracious unto you; the Lord lift up His 
countenance upon you and give you peace. 
Cong: Amen. Amen. Amen. 
 
SILENT PRAYER 
 
 

 
 
 



A N N O U N C E M E N T S 
 
VOTERS’ MEETING: Our quarterly voters’ meeting will take place 
following the service today. 
 
CIRCUIT TRIP: Pastor Gantt will be leaving today following the 
voters’ meeting for the AL and GA circuit trip. God willing, he will 
return home by Tuesday evening. 
 
HOSPITALIZED: Art Pontow is currently hospitalized at Mercy South 
for kidney issues. Please keep him and Annie in your prayers. 
 
THANK YOU: Pastor and Candra offer our thanks for the prayers and 
expressions of love concerning our 30th wedding anniversary. It is 
always a joy to celebrater with our fellow believers such milestones. 
 
NEW OUTREACH ENDEAVOR:  Missionary Ohlmann reports the 
following… Through recent submissions to the CLC Diaspora List, 
the Board of Missions has identified several CLC families living in the 
South-Central Ohio and North-Central Kentucky region. The Board 
has asked me to lead an effort to start a preaching station in the 
area. Initially, I plan to conduct worship and outreach while I am 
stateside to gauge interest and commitment. I have contacted all 
the families on the diaspora list; five CLC households seem 
interested and committed. 
 
We give thanks to the Lord and ask His blessings upon this effort to 
share the Gospel in the OH and KY area. 
 
  
 
 
 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Daily Bible Readings for Home Devotions 
August 03 – August 08, 2026 

 

Mon    Luke   16:1-9    The cheating steward acted on the basis of 
the future laid before him.  God’s children do well to act on the 
basis of the eternal salvation that has been laid before them in 
Christ. 
                    
Tues    1 Corinthians   10:6-13   Let us learn from the 
consequences of God’s people’s unfaithful and wicked behavior.  
It is truly God who is faithful (v13), and who always has our best 
interest at heart.   
          
Wed    1 Chronicles   29:10-13   King David gave the plans for the 
Temple to his son Solomon, but he gave the glory to the LORD 
God.  “Blessed are you, LORD, the God of Israel, our father, from 
eternity to eternity”... (v10) 
                   
Thurs    Psalm   139:1-12   God knows us thoroughly, sitting and 
standing, faraway thoughts, traveling or staying home.  And not 
only does know us, but He also cares about us and is with us 
always and everywhere.                               
Fri     Psalm   139:13-24     God has made us, so we are His.  He 
determined our days (v16) before they happened.  He has 
nothing to do with wickedness, so can be trusted to lead us in the 
way everlasting. 
       
Sat     Psalm   119:65-72    God has done good for us, and has both 
good judgment and knowledge (v65,66).  “You are good, and you 
do good” (v68).  He can even bring good for us out of distress and 
affliction (vv67,71).   

 

 


