Lesson Nine—Matthew 9
Follow Me—For I Give You Forgiveness

Introduction

This chapter is the second of two in which Matthew describes Jesus’ deeds. The ten miracles and an assortment of
other accounts give us a wonderful picture of the kingdom of God.

As we work through this chapter, we should note three things that God wants the servant in his kingdom to bear in
mind.

1. The kingdom of God is based on the authority of Jesus, our Savior from sin and our King.

2. The kingdom of God is one in which there is compassion—God’s compassion for us and ours for others.
3. The kingdom of God is either accepted or rejected. People respond to it in one direction or the other.
9:1-8 Jesus’ authority over all things on our behalf lies in his authority to forgive sinners

Verses 1,2 How does Jesus express his compassion for the paralyzed man?

Verse 3 Why did the teachers of the law accuse Jesus of blasphemy? (See
Luke 5:21.)

Verses 4-6 These verses bring together the entire teaching of the kingdom of God. What is the relationship
between Jesus’ right to forgive and his right to control all things?

What happens to people’s understanding of their membership in God’s kingdom if the cross of Christ is made
secondary?

Agree or disagree: Since Christ died for the sins of the world, we can expect to be delivered from all the effects of
sin.

Verses 7,8 Why is it a wonderful thing that God has given such authority to men (to use the words of the crowd
who witnessed the miracle)?

9:9-12 The calling of Matthew

Verse 9 Which was a greater miracle—the healing of the paralytic or the calling of Matthew to follow Jesus?
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Verses 10-13 How do Jesus’ actions toward Matthew and his sinful friends explain the statement he quoted to the
Pharisees: “I desire mercy, not sacrifice”?

9:14-17 Questions about fasting
Verses 14,15 Why did the Pharisees fast? Why would it have been inappropriate for Jesus’ disciples to fast?

Why is it appropriate for us to fast? Will there be fasting in heaven?

Verses 16,17 What is the old wine? the new wine? What are the old wineskins? the new wineskins?

9:18-26 Jesus heals a dead girl and a sick woman

Verse 22 Sometimes people interpret the phrase “your faith has healed you” as making faith the work that gives
access to Jesus’ healing. Interpret these words in the context of the kingdom of God.

Verse 24 We are told that the girl was dead. Why did Jesus say she was sleeping?

9:27-34 Jesus heals the blind and the mute

Verse 27 Analyze the prayer of these blind men. What truths are all packed into how they state their request?
How does this help us understand the nature of saving faith?

Verse 29 Evaluate this statement: Great faith is great only because it can see the greatness of the one it has faith
in.

Verses 33,34 What contrasting results did Jesus’ words and actions produce?

9:35,36 Jesus prepares to send out his disciples to work in the kingdom

Verse 35 How does this passage summarize kingdom work? What should the church first do when there is a
shortage of pastors and teachers?
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Summary

Jesus’ kingdom is one of authority over the effects of sin and compassion to forgive and heal. Many don’t want
this kind of kingdom, and they reject and persecute Christ and his followers. But many accept it and follow him.

For next time

Use The People’s Bible commentary on Matthew to review this chapter. Read through Matthew chapter 10
several times.
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