Lesson Twenty-Four—Matthew 24:36-25:46

Follow Me: Until I Return

Introduction
Religious radio and TV stations often feature preachers who are experts on the last days. They attempt to use
clues from Scripture to analyze current world events and predict what will happen in the future.

Take a quick look at chapters 24 and 25. Compare how much material is dedicated to giving details about the end
times, and how much is dedicated to encouraging God’s people to be ready for them.

After you have done that, state what you think is the purpose of these two chapters.
Today we will see what kind of people we should be as we await Jesus’ return.

24:36-44 No one knows the day or hour of Jesus’ second coming
Verse 36 What do these verses say about those who claim to know when Jesus will come again?

Verses 37-39 What will it be like in the world immediately before Jesus comes again? Why does this fact increase
the importance of our constantly watching for Jesus’ return?

Verses 40,41 These verses show us the unexpected nature of Jesus’ return. Many denominations teach that Jesus
will return and establish a thousand-year reign on earth before the eternity of heaven begins. Many teach that
seven years before Jesus comes he will “rapture,” or snatch up, all the believers to spare them from the tribulation
of the end times. These two verses are claimed to be proof texts for that teaching. Show from this chapter that
such an interpretation of these verses is unscriptural.

Verses 42-44 Jesus teaches that he will come like a thief in the night. In what sense does Jesus’ second coming fit
that description?

24:45-51 What it means to keep watch

Verses 45-47 Jesus said that we should keep watch. He also tells us that he will come at a time when we do not
expect him. That seems to be a contradiction. These verses, however, explain what Jesus means by watching.
How do we watch for Jesus?

Verses 48-51 Name some things in our world that make watching difficult.

How does the theory of evolution lead people to reason like the wicked servant did in verse 48?
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25:1-13 Be ready!
Verses 1,2 True or false: The foolish virgins had never come to faith. Explain your answer.

Note: Marriage customs of the day explain what is happening in this parable. In those days the man and woman
were actually married before they came together as husband and wife. Various conditions had to be met by the
man before he could claim his wife. When those conditions had been fulfilled, the bridegroom went to the bride’s
home, got his bride, and celebrated the marriage banquet. The virgins were waiting for the bridegroom to return
from getting his bride so they could take part in the marriage banquet.

Verse 6 What is the significance of midnight?

Verse 12 Why did the bridegroom say he did not know the five virgins who arrived late?

25:14-30 Be faithful!
Verse 15 What was an ancient “talent”?

What is the significance of the phrase “each according to his ability”?

What are the talents the Lord has entrusted to you?

Verses 20-23 What did the first two servants do? What was their reward?

Verses 24-28 What reason did the wicked servant give for not investing his master’s talent? What does this show
about his heart?

Verse 29 We heard Jesus use this statement when speaking about those who refused to accept God’s Word
(Matthew 13:12). To whom are these words applied in this verse?

25:31-46 The final judgment

Some in the church claim that deeds, not creeds, is the important thing. We correctly answer that creeds are more
important, for without knowing what Christ did for us, we will not know how to be saved. However, how might
the devil get us to misuse that truth? To what does Jesus refer in this section, deeds or creeds?
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With the above question in mind, what is the significance of the phrase “the least of these brothers of mine”? How
does this help us understand the wicked nature of the unbelievers’ actions, which Jesus condemns?

How does this chapter help us understand Jesus’ ministry? How does it help us understand the nature of the
kingdom in which we are serving?

Summary

Jesus tells us to watch. We should be watchful and faithful, always serving our fellow Christians by
giving them physical help and spiritual encouragement.

For next time

Use The People’s Bible commentary on Matthew to review this section. Read through Matthew 26:1-46 several
times
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