Lesson Sixteen—Matthew 17

Follow Me—And Share in My Glory

Introduction

Jesus’ death was fast approaching. Yet he continued to prepare his disciples for their future work.

God the Father revealed Jesus’ glory. This both strengthened Jesus for the days ahead, and it gave the disciples a
clear view of the Lord to whom they would bear witness.

But their faith remained weak. Jesus teaches them the meaning of faith.

They needed to be taught about their relationship to the Old Testament law. In a unique way, Jesus teaches them
about their freedom from laws concerning the Old Testament temple and their duty to show love to fellow
worshipers by not causing them to stumble in their faith.

17:1-9 Jesus’ transfiguration

Verses 1-3 Examine the details of what happened on the Mount of Transfiguration.
How would this event have strengthened Jesus for his sufferings and death?

Verse 4 Peter and the other disciples always wanted Jesus’ glory to continue in an earthly kingdom. They didn’t
want Jesus to gain glory through the cross. In this verse how did Peter express his mistaken opinions about the
kingdom?

Verse 5 How did the Father’s words, “Listen to him!” reinforce Jesus’ work of trying to separate the disciples
from the religion of the Pharisees?

Verses 6-8 How do these verses teach the law? How do they teach the gospel?

Verse 9 We have already heard Jesus tell his disciples not to tell who he was (Matthew 16:20). This verse helps
us understand why Jesus did this. What significance is there in the phrase “until the Son of Man has been raised
from the dead”?

17:10-13 Elijah has already come
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Verse 10 From the disciples’ question, how did the Pharisees (and Jesus’ disciples also) imagine it would be
when Elijah appeared?

Verses 11-13 How do Jesus’ words further help the disciples understand the real nature of the kingdom of God?

In a world that is looking for a Christ who will solve its social problems, how do these words help us understand
our ministry as servants of God?

17:14-22 What it means to have faith

Verse 17 Why did Jesus express his frustration with the disciples’ slow spiritual growth? Weren’t his words a bit
too strong, especially considering that he is talking about his disciples?

Verse 19-21 Why couldn’t the disciples heal the boy?

In the context of what Jesus said in verse 17 and what he says next in verse 20, what did Jesus mean when he said
the disciples had “little faith”?

Why is a faith as small as a mustard seed all we need to have as Christians?

Verses 22,23 We can perhaps understand why the disciples were filled with grief when they heard about Jesus’
coming death. But what else did Jesus tell them? How should they have taken that news?

17:24-27 Jesus separates his disciples from the temple
Verse 24 Why was this question a tricky one for the disciples?

Verses 25-27 What was the new relationship the disciples had with the temple because they were followers of
Jesus?

Martin Luther said that a Christian is a free lord of all, subject to none, and that a Christian is a servant of all,
subject to all. How do Jesus’ words and actions show that he taught this as well?
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Why do you think Jesus got the money for the temple tax from a fish instead of from the disciples’ own treasury?

Summary

Jesus reveals himself as the Son of God, yet before his disciples proclaim this fact, Jesus must suffer and
die. Only then would his followers truly understand the nature of his kingdom and glory. Faith is great
not because of what it is but because of whom it believes in. Christians will rejoice in their freedom in
Christ, yet live so as not to harm the faith of others. All these are lessons about the kingdom.

For next time

Use The People’s Bible commentary on Matthew to review this section. Read through Matthew chapter 18 several
times
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