Lesson Thirteen—Matthew 13
Follow Me—And Boldly Spread the Message of the Kingdom

Introduction

Perhaps nowhere is Matthew’s purpose for writing his gospel as clear as in chapter 13. Remember, Matthew is
describing Jesus’ ministry and focusing on how he taught his disciples to carry on theirs. This chapter contains a
number of parables, in which Jesus teaches his disciples what it will be like for them to preach the gospel of the
kingdom.

These truths will help them anticipate how their message would be received. They would keep the disciples from
getting discouraged when they met with failure and disappointment. Jesus’ words about the power of their
message would spur them on.

13:1-9,18-23 The parable of the sower

Verses 1-9 Review the four kinds of soil and the how the seed fared in each.

Verses The Word in the first three kinds of soil failed to produce fruit. What warnings should the disciples give
to people who hear their words?

Why does the foreknowledge that this will happen serve to keep the disciples from becoming discouraged?

Verse 23 Jesus tells his disciples that the seed that fell in good soil will produce varying amounts of fruit. Of what
practical importance is this truth for you as you live in fellowship with other Christians?

13:10-17 Parables: A judgment on hardened hearts

By Jesus’ day many of the Jewish people had hardened themselves to the point that God had withdrawn his grace
from them. God no longer desired them to hear the Word and repent.

Verse 11 What were the two reasons why the Lord spoke in parables?

Verses 12-15 Focus on the last half of verse 12. How can a person not have anything, yet have something taken
away from him?

Verses 16,17 Why are we so blessed?
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13:24-30,36-43 The parable of the weeds

Study this parable and its meaning.
What does this parable teach us about the makeup of the visible church on earth?

Verses 28,29 Why shouldn’t Christians attempt to root out of the Christian church those who are false Christians?
(Relate this to Jesus’ words about excommunication in Matthew 18:15-20.)

Verse 36 Why is it significant that Jesus left the crowd and explained the parable only to his disciples? (Note that
Matthew had just repeated the fact that Jesus spoke to the crowds only in parables.)

13:31-35 The parables of the mustard seed and the yeast

What great encouragement do all kingdom workers find in these two parables?

13:44-46 The parables of the hidden treasure and the pearl
What is the main point being stressed in both of these short parables?

Why do these two parables give great encouragement to those who do the work of the ministry, particularly those
involved in evangelism work?

13:47-52 The parable of the net

Relate this parable to the parable of the weeds. There are similar truths taught in both.

However, this parable stresses the outcome of the disciples’ work in the world. Prior to the end, it will be
impossible for all to determine whether God approves of the Christian or whether he approves of the world. But
what will become clear at the end?

13:53-58 Jesus was not honored by the people in his hometown

The previous chapter contained many examples of how Jesus was confronted by the Pharisees. It contained only a
few sections of encouragement for the disciples. This chapter, however, has contained many words of
encouragement for the disciples. It ends on a negative note, though.

Why do you think the people in Jesus’ hometown did not honor him as much as others honored him?
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What lesson does this account teach workers in Christ’s kingdom?

Summary

Jesus told parables to reveal truths about the kingdom to his disciples, as well as to conceal the truth from those
whom God had hardened. The parables in this chapter have revealed many truths that would serve as practical
guides for the disciples as they carried out their work.
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