Lesson Seven—Matthew 7
Follow Me—As You Serve the World with the Gospel

Introduction
The sections in this chapter are a bit more difficult to link together with a common theme. The theme this course
will use for this chapter is “Jesus Teaches His Disciples How to Serve Others with the Gospel of the Kingdom.”

As we have seen, the other parts of the Sermon on the Mount were spoken against the backdrop of the pharisaic
religion of the day. How the disciples should view the law was to be different from how the Pharisees viewed it.
How Jesus’ disciples did their works of piety was different from how the Pharisees did theirs.

In this section Jesus is teaching his disciples how to carry out their ministry. The Pharisees conducted a ministry
of law, which they enforced on the people of the land. Political power, legalistic righteousness, and a religion that
sought people’s approval (and did not go much beyond that)—all were mixed together in the Pharisees’
“ministry.”

The ministry of the disciples was to be different. It was to be a ministry appropriate to members of God’s
kingdom.

7:1-5 A ministry of grace to sinners

Evaluate this statement: Christians judge the wrong deeds of others as worthy of God’s judgment, yet they do not
render judgment on others because of their own purity.

Verses 2-5 Should Jesus’ disciples remove the speck in their brother’s eye?

What alone makes disciples able to work with their brothers to remove the specks in their eyes?

7:6 You cannot force anyone to accept the gospel

Pharisees could use political and ecclesiastical power to force people to conform to the law. No one could trample
their words under foot because they ruled the land. Why is the message of the kingdom one that can be trampled
underfoot? How should that fact shape how the disciple carries out his ministry in the face of opposition?

7:7-12 The power Jesus’ disciples possess

Verses 7,8 What power do Jesus’ disciples possess? Why is this power greater than that possessed by the
Pharisees?

Verses 9-11 On whom can the disciples rely to give them every good gift they need to work in God’s kingdom?
Do the Pharisees have this reliance?
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Verse 12 Why can members of God’s kingdom do to others as they would like to be treated themselves?

What witness does this give to unbelievers?

7:13,14 The wide and narrow gates

Why are the gate and the road of the Pharisees and their followers wide?

What makes the road on which we are called to travel narrow? (Hint: Recall the Beatitudes.)

7:15-23 Knowing who is in the kingdom and who is not

Verses 15-20 Evaluate the following statement by Martin Franzmann: “Jesus equips His disciples against false
prophecy, not by making them subtle but by making them pure in heart” (Follow Me, page 62).

Verses 21-23 Some members of the outward church are not true disciples. What will be their end? How can we
avoid that end?

7:24-27 The conclusion of the sermon

Throughout the sermon, Jesus instills in us both hope in the gospel of the kingdom and fear of God’s judgment.

Hope in the gospel of the kingdom and fear of God’s judgment are two things that must always be in the
Christian’s heart. Why is it necessary for the Christian to have a healthy fear of God’s judgment? What is the
motivating force for what Christians do and say?

What warning and encouragement are in these words?

7:28,29 The reaction of the crowd

Jesus had sought to lead his disciples away from the life and ministry of the Pharisees, into a life and ministry
befitting disciples of the kingdom. Even the crowd noticed a difference. What was their reaction?
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Summary

Disciples of the kingdom preach the gospel to sinners. Their gospel can be rejected, yet they have the
power of prayer and can rely on God’s good gifts to make their ministry bear fruit.

The pure in heart follow the narrow path and go through the narrow gate. Because they are pure in heart,
they can spot and avoid false prophets. May we put into practice Jesus’ words and build our houses on
them.

For next time

Use The People’s Bible commentary on Matthew to review this chapter. Read through Matthew chapter 8
several times.
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