Lesson Eighteen—Matthew 19

Follow Me—In How You Think about Marriage,
Children, and Possessions

Introduction
In this chapter Jesus continues to instruct his disciples about the kingdom of God.

Here again, Jesus works to separate his disciples and us from the world’s thinking. In this chapter Jesus focuses
on three main components of our life in this world: marriage, children, and possessions.

When we understand the pardon and the grace of God that belong to us, we can view these three areas of life as
God intends.

19:1-12 How to view marriage

Verses 1-3 Jesus wanted nothing more than to separate his disciples from the leaven of the Pharisees. Note how
Jesus displayed his mercy and power. What was the Pharisees’ response to the wonders they were witnessing?

Note: Why was the Pharisees’ question a test? They were trying to pin Jesus between the rock of his own teaching
on divorce (see Matthew 5:31,32) and the hard place of Moses’ Law, which seemed to permit divorce. Many
Israelites were hiding behind that law as they divorced and remarried.

Verses 4-6 How does Jesus express the meaning of marriage?
Who joins two people in marriage?

If two people have married for less than honorable reasons and now are having difficulty in their marriage
because of that, can it really be said that God has joined them together?

Verse 7 See Deuteronomy 24:1-4 for Moses’ law regarding divorce.

Verses 8,9 How does Jesus establish God’s law, vindicate Moses, and expose the hypocrisy of the Pharisees all at
the same time?

Christian legislators are sometimes faced with making laws they know will permit people to sin. How might they
take comfort in these verses?

Verse 10 Based on the disciples’ reply, what was their attitude at this time toward divorce?
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Verses 11,12 What do we think about remaining single in order to avoid the difficulties associated with marriage?

19:13-15 How to view children

Once again, the disciples consider it beneath the great teacher and ruler of God’s kingdom to spend time with
children. Why does Jesus value the opportunity to be with the children and bless them?

How do Jesus’ actions shape how we view our Christian children?

19:16-30 How to view possessions

Verses 16,17 What did the young man have in mind when he asked Jesus about “good things™?

Why did Jesus rebuff his questions and shift the conversation to the only one who is good—God himself—and his
commandments?

Was Jesus right when he said that it is possible to inherit eternal life if you obey the commandments?

Verse 21 Jesus had purposely omitted one commandment from his list. He now adds that commandment. Which
is it?

Verses 23,24 What commentary does Jesus offer on mankind’s ability to love God more than money?

Verse 26 Christians repent of their sin and consider God’s kingdom a greater treasure than their earthly
possessions. To whom do they owe their ability to do that?

Verse 27 Peter knew God had led him to choose Christ over his possessions. What question did Peter ask Jesus?
Was it wrong for him to have asked that question? Why or why not?

Verses 28,29 What reward will there be for us in heaven? in this life?
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How does this chapter help us understand Jesus’ ministry? How does it help us understand the nature of the
kingdom in which we are serving?

(Verse 30 serves as the introduction to chapter 20.)

Summary

Because we are members of God’s kingdom, we can trust that God will bless our marriages. We do not
have to resort to divorce as the world does. We treasure children because of their ability to trust God
implicitly. We consider God more valuable than our possessions and trust that he will give us back far
more than we have given up for him.

For next time

Use The People’s Bible commentary on Matthew to review this section. Read through Matthew 20:1-21:11
several times
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