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Lesson Fourteen—Matthew 14 and 15 

Follow Me—And Be Separate from the World 
Introduction 

In our study we have been emphasizing the kingdom of God. Jesus is teaching his disciples about their work in 

the kingdom. He is teaching them important truths about the kingdom, which include the following: 

The kingdom of God is one of authority. Before it the kingdoms of the world cannot stand, and at the Last Day 

this truth will become clear to all. 

The kingdom of God is a kingdom of grace and pardon for sin. God’s compassion overflows into every area of 

our lives. 

The kingdom of God is radically different from the kingdoms of this world—secular and religious. Those who 

enter Christ’s kingdom must leave the other kingdoms behind. 

Watch for these themes in chapters 14 and 15. 

14:1-13 The death of John the Baptist 

How does this account illustrate the great gulf between God’s kingdom and the kingdoms of the world? 

Verse 13 Note Jesus’ response to the news that John had been killed. What lesson is there in this for us? (Hint: 

Contrast Jesus’ reaction to John’s death with the way a ruler of this world would have reacted to the murder of 

one of his champions at the hands of a rival kingdom.) 

14:14-21 Jesus feeds the five thousand 

Look at each of the following phrases and note the lesson Jesus’ disciples learn about work in the kingdom. 

• “he had compassion on them” 

• “They do not need to go away” 

• “Bring [the five loaves of bread and two fish] to me” 

• “he gave them to the disciples” 

14:22-36 Jesus strengthens the disciples’ faith 
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Jesus invited Peter to walk on the water and come out to where he was. Jesus’ invitation strengthened Peter’s faith 

and Peter did what Jesus told him to do. But what happened next? 

What lesson did Peter and the other disciples learn from this?  

How do you think Peter and the others put this into practice later on in their ministries? 

15:1-20 Jesus teaches what cleanness and uncleanness really mean—in contrast to the teaching of the 

Pharisees 

Verses 1-8 How did Jesus point out the Pharisees’ hypocrisy? 

Verses 10,16-20 How did the Pharisees define uncleanness? 

How did Jesus define uncleanness? 

Verses 12-14 The disciples were somewhat concerned about the Pharisees’ reaction to Jesus’ words. What does 

Jesus tell the disciples to do? What lesson is there for us in this? 

15:21-28 A further example of Jesus’ understanding of cleanness 

Verse 22 What was so unusual about this woman? 

Verse 26 How did this woman display her great faith? 

Verse 27 When Jesus thinks of cleanness or uncleanness, what matters most—the external things or the internal? 

Explain. 

15:29-39 Jesus feeds the four thousand 

How is this account a fulfillment of Matthew 6:33? 
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In this account how does Jesus display his compassion? his authority? 

What did the disciples learn about their ministry as they watched Jesus feed the people? 

Note the progression of these two chapters: Jesus teaches his disciples to avoid the teaching of the Pharisees. 
Jesus teaches the disciples the full scope of his compassion—on Gentiles as well as on the people of Israel. Jesus 
displays his authority over all the forces and results of evil. 

How do these accounts help you when  

• you experience the Christian church undergoing persecution? 

• you feel overwhelmed and rather angry with all the false teachings and teachers in the world? 

• you feel powerless in comparison with the powers of this world? 

• you feel your faith wavering? 

Summary 

Jesus continues to teach his disciples about their future work in his kingdom. He does not retaliate when 
Herod kills John, but continues his ministry of compassion. He teaches his disciples how to spot and 
avoid false teachings. He displays marvelous acts of power to strengthen the faith of his disciples. 

For next time 

Use The People’s Bible commentary on Matthew to review this section. Read through Matthew chapter 16 several 

times.  

 

 


