Lesson Twenty-Two—Matthew 23

Follow Me—And Find Refuge under My Wings

Introduction

An ancient church father once said, “The heart is hard which will not be softened by benefits, nor terrified by
threats, nor moved by promises.”

That well describes Israel, especially its rulers. Discussion between Jesus and the Jewish leadership had ceased
with the end of chapter 22. Now comes one of the most scathing rebukes found anywhere in Scripture.

Every religious impulse of the Pharisees was at odds with God’s will and with his Son’s will. The only word
suitable for such rebellion against God is “Woe,” which Jesus utters seven times.

But mixed with the obvious anger expressed in that word is profound grief, as we will see at the end of the
chapter.

23:1-4 The Pharisees lay heavy loads on the shoulders of their hearers

Why should the disciples obey the teachers of the law and the Pharisees?

Does the life of an immoral religious leader negate the effect of the truth he preaches from God’s Word?

23:5-12 They love to be seen in places of honor
Why did the Pharisees and teachers of the law want to be called Rabbi?

Many religions have “masters,” “fathers,” and “teachers.” They are special people who gather disciples around
them who hold their teaching in high regard and sit at their feet.

Contrast this with the posture and attitude the disciples were to have when they became the “teachers” of the
church.

23:13-15 They keep people from entering the kingdom of God

On the basis of what we have learned about “the leaven of the Pharisees,” why were they keeping people out of
God’s kingdom and making their converts “sons of hell”?

23:16-22 They make subtle but ridiculous distinctions about oaths

Recall Jesus’ discussions about oaths in the Sermon on the Mount. Why do you think the Pharisees made
distinctions between binding and non-binding oaths?
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23:23,24 They focus on the least important things and neglect the most important

In the days ahead, how would the Pharisees prove the truth of Jesus” words about how they neglected justice,
mercy, and faithfulness?

23:25-28 They were dirty cups and whitewashed tombs
Jesus was able to look into the Pharisees’ hearts. What did he find there?

All of us are sinners, but what made the attitude of the Pharisees so evil?

23:29-36 They would kill God’s Son just as their fathers had killed the prophets
Verses 29-32 The sins of Israel were like water filling up a cup. When would the cup finally be filled to the brim?

Verses 35,36 Why would God hold the Pharisees guilty for the blood of Abel?

What is the significance of the second of the two names Jesus mentions—Zechariah, son of Berekiah? (Hint: Ask
your teacher where 2 Chronicles is located in the Hebrew Bible.)

23:37-39 They will be destroyed because they were not willing to be saved

Verse 37 How do Jesus’ words in this verse help us understand his motives in everything he did during the last
three years?

Verse 38 To be desolate means to be empty and barren. How does that apply at this time to the house of Israel?

Verse 39 Someday the true believers among the Jews would see Jesus coming in his glory and say, “Blessed is he
who comes in the name of the Lord.” But until then, Israel would not see Christ anymore.

How does this chapter help us understand Jesus’ ministry? How does it help us understand the nature of the
kingdom in which we are serving?

Summary

This chapter contains Jesus’ last words to his enemies. They are strong words, a final rebuke of the
Pharisees and teachers of the law who had turned God’s Old Testament religion of repentance and grace
into a system of laws and regulations.

He rebukes these religious leaders for their hypocrisy and tells them to fill up the cup of wickedness that
was now almost filled to the brim.
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Yet even at the end, Jesus still has compassion for his people, whom he had longed to gather under the
wings of his grace.

For next time

Use The People’s Bible commentary on Matthew to review this section. Read through Matthew 24:1-35 several
times
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