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Lesson Twenty-Five—Matthew 26:1-46 

Follow Me—I Will Go Ahead of You to Galilee 

Introduction 

For three years the disciples had seen Jesus’ deeds and heard his words. 

They knew Jesus as the Messiah; they understood repentance and faith. They had been taught to avoid the leaven 

of the Pharisees. They had learned many things about the kingdom of God and what they could expect when they 

began their ministry. 

But there was one thing they did not yet know as they ought. They had not experienced their own personal 

spiritual failure and could not fully contrast it with the grace that God had given them in Christ. This was one 

virtue they needed in greater measure before they could work with God’s people. They needed a deep humility 

that would foster understanding and patience toward the people among whom they would work. 

As Matthew tells us the story of Jesus’ sufferings and death, he points out the disciples’ failure (his own too) and 

shows us how Jesus went on alone to win salvation for the world. 

26:1-5 The contrast between Jesus and the religious leaders 

Matthew begins the passion history with the ultimate contrast between Jesus and the Jewish religious leaders. 

Express this contrast in your own words. 

26:6-13 The disciples begin going down the road to failure 

Verses 6-9 An unnamed woman anointed Jesus’ head with very expensive perfume. What was the disciples’ 

reaction to this act? 

Verses 10-13 Why had the woman anointed Jesus? Compare the understanding of this woman, who probably 

knew a small fraction of what the disciples knew, with the understanding of the disciples.  

Whenever the disciples remembered this woman’s remarkable act, what do you think they would also remember? 

How would that help them in their future work? 

26:14-16 Judas agrees to betray Jesus 

Note the way Matthew records Judas’ betrayal. One person said that the very way Matthew recorded Judas’ 

betrayal is a fruit of Matthew’s faith. What do you think he meant by that? (Hint: Note the way we often talk 

about people around us who commit sins.) 

26:17-25 The Passover meal and Judas is exposed 
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Verses 22,25 Contrast what was going on in the hearts of the 11 disciples when they said, “Surely not I, Lord” 

with what was going on in Judas’ heart when he said the same words. 

Verses 23,24 What was Jesus trying to do for Judas with this warning? 

26:26-30 The Lord’s Supper 

Against the backdrop of the greatest betrayal of all time comes the greatest act of giving of all time. 

Look at the following phrases and words. What do they tell you about the Lord’s Supper? 

• “take eat/drink, fruit of the vine” 

• “all of you” 

• “my body/blood” 

• “the covenant” 

• “poured out” 

• “forgiveness of sins” 

26:31-35 Jesus predicts Peter’s denial 

Verse 31 What does Jesus foretell that his disciples would do that night? 

Verse 32 How does Jesus say he would treat these men who would so sinfully desert him? 

Verses 33-35 How do Peter and the rest of the disciples show that they had much to learn about themselves? 

26:36-46 Jesus’ success versus the disciples’ failure in Gethsemane 
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How do the following phrases and words help us understand what Jesus was doing in Gethsemane? 

• “pray” 

• “my soul is overwhelmed with sorrow/point of death” 

• “this cup” 

• “taken from me” 

• “not as I will/as you will” 

• to his disciples: “keep watch/pray” 

How did the disciples fail Jesus in Gethsemane? How would their failure help them in the future? 

Summary 

Jesus begins to fulfill the last part of his work of suffering and dying for the sins of the world. Through 
it all he gave of himself for us—giving us his body and blood for the forgiveness of sins.  

To make his disciples humble, appreciative of his grace, and patient with the weak, Jesus lovingly lets 
his disciples fall. He must travel the road to the cross alone. 

For next time 

Use The People’s Bible commentary on Matthew to review this section. Read through Matthew 26:47–27:10 

several times 


