Lesson Six—Matthew 6
Follow Me—In My Piety and Trust
Introduction

In chapter five Jesus contrasted how the Pharisees interpreted God’s law with how he interpreted it. Knowing
God’s ongoing, gracious forgiveness enables us to look at the law in its fullness and strive to keep it.

In this chapter he contrasts how the Pharisees did their works of piety with how his disciples should do them.
6:1-15 Jesus shapes his disciples’ attitude about piety

Verses 1-4 Why does making a show of good works betray a lack of love and trust in God?

What place do rewards have in our lives as God’s people?

Compare verse 4 with Matthew 5:16. How can you let your light shine and, at the same time, do your good deeds
in secret?

Verses 5,6 Agree or disagree: In this section Jesus condemns public prayer in church. Defend your answer.

Verses 7,8 Why does “babbling like pagans” betray a lack of trust in the Lord?

Verses 9-13 Look at each petition of the Lord’s Prayer. How does praying this prayer show a clear and sincere
understanding of the kingdom of God?

How might our use of this prayer degenerate into the kind of prayer life Jesus was condemning?

Verses 14,15 Why do people who do not forgive their brothers show that they have excluded themselves from the
kingdom of God?

Verses 16-18 Frank works very hard for his church. He has a habit of putting his zeal and labor on display for all
to see. Why is he betraying a lack of faith in the kingdom?
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6:19-24 Jesus shapes his disciples’ view of possessions

Verses 19-21 How do we store up treasures in heaven?

Verses 22,23 Give examples of the eye taking “light” into the body that is really darkness. What gives light to the
body?

What warning does Jesus give us against casting our eyes on evil things?

Verse 24 What warning does Jesus give in this verse?

Verse 25 How did Jesus show in his own life that something else is more important than food? (See John 4:31-
34.)

Verse 30 How does the phrase “O you of little faith” show that Jesus is continually forgiving us even as he
teaches us to serve him?

Verse 31 How did Jesus show obedience to this command when he was tempted in the desert?

Verse 33 What does it mean to seek first God’s kingdom and his righteousness?

Why does seeking God’s kingdom and his righteousness seem like such a foolish thing to do in the face of all the
pressing problems of our lives?

Verse 34 How is this verse similar to the Fourth Petition of the Lord’s Prayer?

How does the last phrase in this verse put our desires, pursuits, and ambitions into perspective?
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How does this chapter help us understand the nature of the kingdom in which we are serving?

Summary

Unbelievers seek honor among people by doing acts of piety to impress them. They also yearn for the
things of this earth. Christians, who are secure in their membership in the kingdom of God, seek only to
honor their Lord. And they trust in God to provide all they need, for their time and energy is spent on
the kingdom of God and his righteousness.

For next time

Use The People’s Bible commentary on Matthew to review this chapter. Read through Matthew chapter 7
several times.
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