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Lesson Ten—Matthew 10 

Follow Me—And Bring Others into My Kingdom of Grace 

Introduction 

In the last two chapters, we watched Jesus carry out the ministry his Father gave him. It was 

• a ministry filled with compassion. 

• a ministry in which Jesus demonstrated that he was King over all. 

• a ministry that had two opposite results—either people repented and followed him or people hardened 

themselves against the message and the messenger. 

Now Jesus empowers his disciples to go out and preach the kingdom of God. They will experience the joys and 

difficulties of serving as Jesus’ witnesses firsthand. 

10:1-4 Jesus gave his power and authority to the 12 apostles 

Note the number 12. The church would be built on the 12 apostles just as the Old Testament church was built on 

the 12 sons of Jacob. 

10:5-16 Jesus instructs his apostles how they should travel 

Verses 5,6 Why did Jesus want the disciples to go only to “the lost sheep of Israel”?  

Verses 7,8 What message were the disciples to proclaim?  

Sometimes church leaders support evangelism work so the church can gain more members. What do Jesus’ words 

at the end of verse 8 have to say about that sentiment? 

Verses 9,10 Why can Jesus demand this act of trust on the part of those he was sending out? 

Verses 11-15 What makes a home deserving of having a disciple stay in it? Does this sound like work-

righteousness to you? 

What makes missionaries such vulnerable people? 

Verse 16 Shrewdness and innocence don’t often fit together in a person’s personality. Why does membership in 

God’s kingdom inspire and enable us to do both? 
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10:17-39 Jesus prepares his disciples to be bold and courageous as they go out like sheep among wolves 

Verses 17-23 What makes it clear that Jesus is not just speaking to the 12 apostles but to all who will spread his 

Word? 

What hardships should the disciples expect? 

Why will all people hate true Christians because of Christ?  

Compare Jesus’ encouragement in verse 23 with the promises attached to each of the seven letters in Revelation 

chapters 2 and 3. 

Verses 24-31 Compare what Jesus says here with what the Jews said in chapter 9, verse 34. 

Why is the truth that everything will be revealed a great comfort to Christians who undergo persecution? 

Explain verse 28. In this context what does it mean to be afraid of God? 

In the midst of persecution, why is it so important to know that God values us? 

Verses 32-39 What promise and warning are contained in verses 32 and 33? 

In what sense has Jesus come to bring a sword?  

How do Jesus’ words in these verses compare with the claim that Jesus is peace-loving? 

What does it mean to lose our lives for Jesus’ sake? 
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Which of the three kingdom themes noted in the introduction to this lesson does Jesus emphasize in his 

instructions to his disciples? Why does Jesus do this? 

10:40-42 Jesus’ final words of encouragement 

Being a disciple of Christ brings suffering, but it also brings blessings to those who come to faith. Why should 

this truth encourage us to carry out evangelism work? 

Summary 

The disciples were sent out into the mission field with nothing but trust in God’s care. They relied on 
God for their authority and for whether anyone would be receptive to their message. 

Christians are sent out as sheep among wolves; they should expect the same treatment Jesus received, 
and they should be aware of the sword Christ came to bring. But God promises great blessings to all 
who receive his disciples. 

For next time 

Use The People’s Bible commentary on Matthew to review this chapter. Read through Matthew chapter 11 

several times.  

 


