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Lesson Five—Matthew 5 

Follow Me—Live as What You Are: Members of My Kingdom 

Introduction 

The Sermon on the Mount is addressed to children of God’s kingdom, and that means us.  

Only as we reflect on this kingdom and compare it to the kingdom we came from, can we listen to this sermon, 

understand it, and take it to heart. 

Reflect on how your membership in God’s kingdom has changed your attitude from what it was. Consider the 

following areas: 

• Our possessions 

• Our desire for comfortable lives 

• Pride in our own abilities 

• Our ambitions and those who stood in our way 

• The tragedies that came into our lives 

• God’s law 

As you read chapter 5, bear in mind that you are children of the King. 

5:1-12 You, my disciples, are blessed 

Examine each of the Beatitudes in light of the following: 

• Which characteristic of members of Christ’s kingdom is being described? 

• Think of one member of God’s kingdom from the previous four chapters. How was this characteristic true in 

his or her life? 

• How will (or are) the members of Christ’s kingdom be blessed? 

5:13-16 Members of the kingdom preserve the earth, and their good deeds are seen by  all 

Discuss: Jesus is not telling us to become the salt and light of the earth. 
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What warning does Jesus give us in the picture of the salt? 

5:17-20 Christ has taken the law seriously, and now we can too 

What good news is there in verses 17 and 18?  

How does Jesus’ temptation in the wilderness underscore the truth of these words? 

Verse 20 Why does our righteousness (as members of God’s kingdom) surpass that of the Pharisees and teachers 

of the law? 

5:21-48 Disciples, don’t reject the law as the Pharisees do. Keep it! 

In this section Jesus treats various facets of God’s law. Look at each. Then answer the following questions about 

each. 

1. How had the Pharisees twisted the law so they could convince themselves they had kept it? 

2. How should we who are covered in Christ’s righteousness approach this law? 

3. What warning does Jesus give those who think this law is not important? 

4. Why can a member of God’s kingdom keep this law, while a member of the kingdom of the world cannot? 

Verses 21-26 The Fifth Commandment: Murder 

Verses 27-30 The Sixth Commandment: Adultery 

Verses 31,32 The Sixth Commandment: Divorce 

Verses 33-37 The Eighth Commandment: Oaths 

Verses 38-42 Revenge 

Verses 43,44 Whom we should love 
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Verses 45-47 Why does loving our enemies make us sons of God? 

Verse 48 In this context what does it mean to be perfect, just as our heavenly Father is perfect? 

Summary 

As members of God’s kingdom, we are blessed. What is more, Christ has fulfilled the law, and now our 
righteousness can go beyond the world’s righteousness. 

For next time 

Use The People’s Bible commentary on Matthew to review this chapter. Read through Matthew chapter 6 

several times.  

 


