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WELCOME: To all who are present today, we offer a heart-felt 
welcome in Jesus’ name.  
 
The focus today is on God accomplishing salvation not through 
human strength or wisdom, but through the humility, weakness, 
and obedience of Christ. Christ’s willing acceptance of His saving 
mission, culminates not merely in the Jordan, but in the cross 
where God’s justice, righteousness, and mercy are fully revealed 
for us our salvation.  
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ORDER OF WORSHIP 
OPENING PRAYER: We ask the Lord’s blessings on our worship. 
 
HYMN: #126                                                     Arise and Shine in Splendor 

 
Arise and shine in splendor; 
Let night to day surrender. 
Your light is drawing near. 

Above, the day is beaming, 
In matchless beauty gleaming; 

The glory of the Lord is here. 
 

See earth in darkness lying, 
The heathen nations dying 

In hopeless gloom and night. 
To you the Lord of heaven-- 

Your life, your hope-- has given 
Great glory, honor, and delight. 

 
The world's remotest races, 

Upon whose weary faces 
The sun looks from the sky, 
Shall run with zeal untiring, 
With joy Your light desiring 

That breaks upon them from on high. 
 

Lift up your eyes in wonder-- 
See, nations gather yonder 

From sin to be set free. 
The world has heard Your story; 

Her sons come to Your glory; 
Her daughters haste Your light to see. 

 
Your heart will leap for gladness 



When from the realms of sadness 
They come from near and far. 

Your eyes will wake from slumber 
As people without number 

Rejoice to see the Morning Star. 
Amen. 

  
INVOCATION 
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit. 
Cong:  Amen. 
 
CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION 
Pastor: We have come into the presence of God, who 
created us to love and serve Him as His dear children. But 
we have disobeyed Him and deserve only His wrath and 
punishment. Therefore, let us confess our sins to Him and 
plead for His mercy. 
 
Cong: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful 
from birth. In countless ways I have sinned against You 
and do not deserve to be called Your child. But trusting in 
Jesus, my Savior, I pray: have mercy on me according to 
Your unfailing love; cleanse me from my sin; and take 
away my guilt. 
 
Pastor: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. 
By the perfect life and innocent suffering and death of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, He has removed your guilt forever. This 
Gospel is the power of God unto salvation for everyone who 
believes, because in it the righteousness of God is revealed 
from faith for faith, as it is written: The just shall live by faith. 
Cong: Amen.  
 



GLORY TO GOD: 
 

O God of God, O Light of Light, 
Thou Prince of Peace, Thou King of kings! 

To Thee where angels know no night 
The song of praise forever rings. 

To Him who sits upon the throne, 
The Lamb once slain for sinful men, 

Be honor, might, all by Him won, 
Glory and praise! Amen, Amen. 

 
Sing to the Lord a glorious song; 

Sing to His name, His love forthtell; 
Sing on, heav'n's host, His praise prolong; 

Sing, ye who now on earth do dwell: 
Worthy the Lamb for sinners slain; 

From angels praise and thanks from men; 
Worthy the Lamb, enthroned to reign, 

Glory and power! Amen, Amen. 
 
 
THE PRAYER OF THE DAY: 
Pastor: O Lord, almighty and most gracious God, we thank 
You that You have revealed to us the wonders of Your love in 
Your Son, Christ Jesus, our Savior. As You have given us 
grace to believe on Him for eternal salvation, so we pray that 
You would work in us by Your Spirit through the Gospel that 
we might more fully know You, the only true God, and Jesus 
Christ whom You have sent. As we grow in in grace, so cause 
us also to grow in our Christian conduct; through Jesus 
Christ, Your Son, our Lord who lives and reigns with You and 
the Holy Spirit—one God, forever and ever. 
Cong: Amen. 
 
 



FIRST SCRIPTURE LESSON: Isaiah 42:1-9 
(ESV) Behold my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen, in whom 
my soul delights; I have put my Spirit upon him; he will bring forth 
justice to the nations.  (2)  He will not cry aloud or lift up his 
voice, or make it heard in the street;  (3)  a bruised reed he will 
not break, and a faintly burning wick he will not quench; he will 
faithfully bring forth justice.  (4)  He will not grow faint or be 
discouraged till he has established justice in the earth; and the 
coastlands wait for his law.  (5)  Thus says God, the LORD, who 
created the heavens and stretched them out, who spread out 
the earth and what comes from it, who gives breath to the 
people on it and spirit to those who walk in it:  (6)  “I am the 
LORD; I have called you in righteousness; I will take you by the 
hand and keep you; I will give you as a covenant for the people, 
a light for the nations,  (7)  to open the eyes that are blind, to 
bring out the prisoners from the dungeon, from the prison those 
who sit in darkness.  (8)  I am the LORD; that is my name; my 
glory I give to no other, nor my praise to carved idols.  (9)  Behold, 
the former things have come to pass, and new things I now 
declare; before they spring forth I tell you of them.” 

 
SECOND SCRIPTURE LESSON: 1 Corinthians 1:20-31 
(ESV) Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? 
Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the 
wisdom of the world?  (21)  For since, in the wisdom of God, the 
world did not know God through wisdom, it pleased God 
through the folly of what we preach to save those who 
believe.  (22)  For Jews demand signs and Greeks seek 
wisdom,  (23)  but we preach Christ crucified, a stumbling 
block to Jews and folly to Gentiles,  (24)  but to those who are 
called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the 
wisdom of God.  (25)  For the foolishness of God is wiser than 
men, and the weakness of God is stronger than men.  (26)  For 
consider your calling, brothers: not many of you were wise 
according to worldly standards, not many were powerful, not 
many were of noble birth.  (27)  But God chose what is foolish in 



the world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the 
world to shame the strong;  (28)  God chose what is low and 
despised in the world, even things that are not, to bring to 
nothing things that are,  (29)  so that no human being might 
boast in the presence of God.  (30)  And because of him you are 
in Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom from God, 
righteousness and sanctification and redemption,  (31)  so that, 
as it is written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.” 
 
CONFESSION OF FAITH                                      The Nicene Creed 
I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven 

and earth and of all things visible and invisible. 
  
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of 

God, begotten of His Father before all worlds, God of 
God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not 
made, being of one substance with the Father, by 
Whom all things were made; Who for us men and for our 
salvation came down from heaven And was incarnate 
by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary, And was made man; 
And was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He 
suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose 
again according to the  Scriptures And ascended into 
heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He 
will come again with glory to judge the living and the 
dead, Whose kingdom will have no end. 

  
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of life, 

Who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with 
the Father and the Son together is worshiped and 
glorified, Who spoke by the prophets. And I believe in 
one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge 
one baptism for the remission of sins, And I look for the 
resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to 
come. Amen. 



  

HYMN: #718 (vv. 1, 3-5)                                 O Jesus, King of Glory 
 

O Jesus, King of glory, both David’s Lord and Son! 
Your rule endures forever; in heaven is Your throne. 

Help that in earth’s dominions, from pole to farthest pole, 
Your reign may spread salvation to each benighted soul. 

 
You are a mighty monarch, as by Your Word is told, 
And yet You care but little for earthly goods or gold. 

You do not come displaying Your power and renown. 
You dwell in no high castle; You wear no earthly crown. 

 
Oh, look on me with pity for I am weak and poor; 

Admit me to Your kingdom to dwell there, blest and sure. 
I pray, Lord, guide and keep me safe from my bitter foes, 
From sin and death and Satan; free me from all my woes. 

 
Then let Your Word within me shine as the fairest star; 

Keep sin and all false doctrine forever from me far. 
Help me confess You truly and with all Christendom, 

Here hail You King and Savior and in the world to come. 
 

THE SERMON:  Matthew 3:13-17 
(ESV) Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to John, to be 
baptized by him.  (14)  John would have prevented him, saying, 
“I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?”  (15)  
But Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now, for thus it is fitting 
for us to fulfill all righteousness.” Then he consented.  (16)  And 
when Jesus was baptized, immediately he went up from the 
water, and behold, the heavens were opened to him, and he 
saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and coming to rest 
on him;  (17)  and behold, a voice from heaven said, “This is my 
beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased.” 
 



“Let It Be” 
 

THE OFFERING OF THANKFUL HEARTS 
 

THE OFFERTORY (Hymn 398 vv. 1-3) 
 

Renew me, O eternal Light, 
And let my heart and soul be bright, 

Illumined with the light of grace 
That issues from Thy holy face. 

 
Destroy in me the lust of sin; 

From all impureness make me clean. 
Oh, grant me pow'r and strength, my God, 

To strive against my flesh and blood. 
 

Create in me a new heart, Lord, 
That gladly I obey Thy Word. 

And naught but what Thou wilt, desire; 
With such new life my soul inspire. 

Amen. 
 
GENERAL PRAYER & THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 
HYMN: #129                           Hail, Thou Source of Every Blessing 

 
Hail, Thou Source of ev'ry blessing, 

Sov'reign Father of mankind! 
Gentiles now, Thy grace possessing, 

In Thy courts admission find. 
Grateful now we fall before Thee, 

In Thy Church obtain a place, 
Now by faith behold Thy glory, 



Praise Thy truth, adore Thy grace. 
 

Once far off, but now invited, 
We approach Thy sacred throne; 

In Thy covenant united, 
Reconciled, redeemed, made one. 

Now revealed to Eastern sages, 
See the Star of Mercy shine, 
Myst'ry hid in former ages, 
Myst'ry great of love divine. 

 
Hail, Thou all-inviting Savior! 

Gentiles now their off'rings bring; 
In Thy temples seek Thy favor, 

Jesus Christ, our Lord and King. 
May we, body, soul, and spirit, 

Live devoted to Thy praise, 
Glorious realms of bliss inherit, 

Grateful anthems ever raise! 
Amen. 

 
THE BENEDICTION 
Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make His 
face shine upon you and be gracious unto you; the Lord lift up 
His countenance upon you and give you peace. 
Cong: Amen. 
 
SILENT PRAYER 
 
 
 
 
 
 



THIS WEEK’S SCHEDULE 
Today @ 5:00 PM  Kansas City Church Service 
Tuesday @ 4:30 PM – Adult Instruction Class (Jennifer) 
Wednesday @ 9:30 AM – Bible Class  
           @ 11:00 AM – TN/NC Circuit trip 
Thursday @ 10:00 AM – TN Church Service 
     @ 2:30 PM – Donna Wright 
Saturday @ 9:00 AM NC Bible Class 
                    @ 10:00 AM – NC Church Service 
Sunday @ 9:00 AM Bible Class 
                 @ 10:00 AM  Divine Service with Holy Communion 
 

  
 

A N N O U N C E M E N T S 
 
TN/NC CIRCUIT TRIP: Pastor Gantt will be leaving after Bible 
Class on Wednesday for the monthly circuit trip through 
Tennessee and North Carolina. God willing, he will be home 
Saturday evening. 
 
MISSION HELPER TRIP: The application deadline for the 2026 

Mission Helper Trip to Africa is quickly approaching. 

Applications need to be submitted by Sunday, January 18, 

2026. There are still spots remaining, so please apply soon. For 

more information and to apply, 

visit www.mht.lutheranmissions.org. 

WEDNESDAY MORNING BIBLE CLASS: Our Wednesday 
morning Bible Class this Wednesday beginS at 9:30 AM. We 
will be discussing the parables contained in Matthew 15:10-
20; Mark 7:14-16. 
 
CALL NEWS: CALL NEWS Pastor Emeritus John 
Schierenbeck has received the vacancy call to Trinity Ev. 

http://www.mht.lutheranmissions.org/


Lutheran Church, Spokane, WA. <> Mr. Peter Reim has 
received the vacancy call to Our Redeemer’s Lutheran 
Church, Red Wing, MN. <> Pastor Michael Wilke of 
Gethsemane Lutheran Church, Saginaw, MI, has received 
the part-time call to Our Redeemer’s Lutheran Church, Red 
Wing, MN. <> Pastor Joe Naumann of Immanuel Ev. 
Lutheran Church, Mankato, MN, has received the call to 
Holy Cross Ev. Lutheran Church, Phoenix, AZ. <> Pastor John 
Hein of Fridley, MN has announced his retirement from the 
ministry due to his ongoing health issues from cancer. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Daily Bible Readings for Home Devotions 
January 12 – January 17, 2026 

 
Mon    Luke   2:41-52   A glimpse of Jesus’ glory, growing up: 
obedient to parents, but knows His true Father’s business and 
amazes all who hear Him with His understanding and his answers.    
         
Tues    Romans   12:1-2   The apostle calls for our entire lives to be 
lived to God as a fitting worship offering, in view of His saving 
mercies toward us.  May He transform our minds to want the same 
things that He wants.      
               
Wed    Romans   12:3-5    As we use the gifts which God has given 
to each of us, let us remember that each of us is only one member 
of the body of Christ, and walk humbly with one another. 
              
Thurs    Isaiah   61:1-3      The Messianic Servant of Jehovah speaks 
by the Spirit about His mission to bring healing and freedom to 
those who are suffering and bound.  He brings joy and comfort to 
those who mourn. 
                             
Fri     Psalm   80     The Psalmist seeks the LORD’s saving help for His 
suffering people.  Though their tears season their daily bread, may 
they remember His saving help in the past and see Him deliver 
them once more. 
       
Sat     Psalm   13     Though the time of trouble seems long, the child 
of God looks to the LORD, and calls upon Him who gives the light of 
life.  Even with sorrow in the heart (v2), he rejoices in the LORD’s 
salvation (v5).      

 

 


