Lesson Four—Matthew 4
Follow Me—I Am Your Righteousness

Introduction

At his baptism Jesus began his formal ministry. Now we see Jesus wrestle with Satan, preach the gospel, and call
his disciples.

In this chapter Matthew completes his series of seven Old Testament prophecies Jesus fulfilled. Yes, Matthew
tells us, Jesus is the promised Messiah.

Jesus now calls his disciples and begins their training. We too are called to watch him as he preaches and teaches
the kingdom of God and learn from him how to be his disciples.

4:1-11 Our King’s victory over Satan’s temptations

Verses 1,2 Whose will was it that Jesus be tempted?

Verses 3,4 The first temptation. What was the “surface” temptation? What was at the heart of this temptation?

Note: The phrase “man does not live on bread alone, but on every word that comes from the mouth of God” is not
just an encouragement to read or hear God’s Word. The point is, rather, that God’s powerful Word sustains us in
every need. When he speaks, we are sustained. If he remains silent, we die.

Verses 5-7 The second temptation. What was the “surface” temptation? What was at the heart of this temptation?

Verses 8-10 The third temptation. What was the “surface” temptation? What was at the heart of this temptation?

Jesus’ temptation teaches us how to overcome Satan’s temptations—with the Word of God. However, this
account is not primarily about how we can overcome temptation but about the fact that Jesus completely and
totally obeyed his Father’s will in our place.

The kingdom of God is not about how we can come under God’s rule but about how Jesus gave us his
righteousness and enabled us to enter his kingdom. This account shows the depth of Jesus’ obedient suffering for
us.

4:12-17 The seventh prophecy fulfilled: Jesus preaches the good news in Galilee
Verses 12-16 Jesus went into battle for us. He also preached about the kingdom he was establishing.

Where did Jesus carry out most of his ministry? Why do you think he worked here and not in Judea?

What was the light the people were seeing?
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Verse 17 Did John’s work of preparing the people to receive Jesus end when he was put into prison? Does it ever
end? Does it end for a person when he or she becomes a Christian?

4:18-22 Jesus calls his first disciples
How did the first disciples respond to the voice of the King?

Employees today are used to job descriptions. What was the job description Jesus gave his first disciples?

In a sense verse 19 is a central point in the book. Everything we have heard so far introduces Jesus and the nature
of his ministry. It was he who called the disciples into their ministry.

Everything we will hear from this point on relates to Jesus’ molding and shaping his disciples to be fishers of men
on behalf of their King.

4:23-25 Evidences of the kingdom of God
Why is the message of the kingdom good news?

What is the relation of Jesus’ miracles to the message of the kingdom? Are miracles still a part of God’s
kingdom?

Why did Jesus enjoy such instant popularity?

Locate on a map the extent of Jesus’ popularity.

Summary

God was justified in putting his stamp of approval on his Son’s work. His Son, our King, did battle in
our place and overcame all of Satan’s temptations.

Our King bids all to repent of their sins and enter a kingdom in which there are forgiveness and
blessing.

When Jesus called, the disciples did not hesitate. They followed him immediately. They were on the
road to becoming fishers of men.

Our King rules over all things for our good. There is nothing he cannot do to bless his people.

For next time

Use The People’s Bible commentary on Matthew to review this chapter. Read through Matthew chapter 5
several times.
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