UNVEILED! Lesson 2 — Revelation 2-3

THE LORD OF THE CHURCH

Theme: Before revealing the judgments that will come upon the world, Christ first examines His own Church. The
Lord who walks among the lampstands knows every congregation perfectly. He commends faithfulness, exposes

sin, calls His people to repentance, and comforts believers with His gracious promises.

Page 1 — Christ's Letters to His Churches

Church Commendation Rebuke Promise

Ephesus Sound doctrine and Left first love Tree of Life
perseverance

Smyrna Faithful under None Crown of Life
persecution

Pergamum Held fast Christ's Tolerated false Hidden Manna
Name doctrine

Thyatira Love and increasing Tolerated Jezebel Morning Star
works

Sardis A faithful remnant Spiritually dead White Garments

Philadelphia Faithful endurance None Pillar in God's Temple

Laodicea None Lukewarm self- Sit with Christ on His

confidence Throne

Christ's Pattern

Christ First... Then...

Reveals Himself Examines the congregation

Commends faithfulness Exposes sin

Calls to repentance

Gives Gospel promises

Concludes: "He who has an ear..."

Promises victory to the overcomer

Old Testament Background

Old Testament

Connection

Deuteronomy 28-30

Blessings and covenant warnings

Isaiah 1 The Lord examines His people
Jeremiah 2—-3 Loss of first love

Ezekiel 34 The Lord Himself shepherds His flock
Malachi 3 The Lord comes to examine His temple

Seven in Revelation: Seven represents God's dealings with His people upon the earth in both mercy and judgment.

Discussion:

1. Why does Christ begin every letter by revealing something about Himself before speaking about the

congregation?

2. Why is it comforting that Christ says repeatedly, 'l know your works'?

3. Which two churches receive no rebuke from Christ? Why might that be significant?




Summary: Christ is not a distant King observing His Church from heaven. He is the risen Lord who walks among His
lampstands, knows every congregation perfectly, and addresses each one according to His perfect wisdom,
justice, and grace.

Description Old Testament Source Meaning / Class Notes

Tree of Life Genesis 2:9; 3:22-24 Paradise lost through Adam
is restored through Christ.

Hidden Manna Exodus 16; Psalm 78:24-25 Christ nourishes His Church
through the Gospel.

White Stone Isaiah 1:18; Zechariah 3:1-5 The believer stands acquitted
before God.

Morning Star Numbers 24:17 Christ is the promised Star
arising from Jacob.

White Garments Isaiah 61:10 Christ's righteousness
received by faith.

Pillar in the Temple 1 Kings 7:15-22; Isaiah 56:5 Permanent place in God's
eternal dwelling.

Throne Psalm 110:1; Daniel 7:13-14 Believers share in Christ's
everlasting reign.

What Does Christ Commend?

Christ Commends... Found In...
Faithfulness under suffering Smyrna; Philadelphia
Holding fast His Name Pergamum

Sound doctrine Ephesus

Patient endurance Ephesus; Philadelphia
Love and service Thyatira

Faithful works flowing from faith Several churches

Notice What Christ Does Not Commend

Christ never praises a congregation for its

Instead, He continually praises

Christ Sees What Man Cannot

Church Man's Evaluation Christ's Evaluation

Smyrna Poor and afflicted 'You are rich.'

Sardis Alive 'You are dead.'

Laodicea Wealthy and secure 'You are wretched,
miserable, poor, blind, and
naked.'




Philadelphia Little strength Faithful and greatly loved by
Christ

Discussion:
1. Which of Christ's commendations surprises you the most? Why?

2. Why is faithfulness consistently more important than outward success?

3. Which congregation would most churches today probably admire? Which congregation does Christ praise most
highly?

Summary: Christ judges His Church according to His Word rather than human appearances. The Lord values
steadfast faith, faithful doctrine, repentance, and patient endurance above earthly success, popularity, or wealth.



