Lesson Fifteen—Matthew 27:57-28:20

Follow Me—Lead Others to Follow Me,
the Risen Lord

Introduction
Matthew’s resurrection account is short. But it doesn’t need to be any longer than it is. The fact that Jesus rose
from the dead tells us that everything he said and did has God’s stamp of approval on it.

Because he fully paid the punishment for our sins, death could not hold him in the grave. Because he overcame
sin, the devil lost his deathgrip on us and we are no longer consigned to be members of Satan’s kingdom.

Although Matthew’s actual account of the resurrection is short, he shows us how God watched over Jesus’ body
from his death to his resurrection. In our lesson, watch how Matthew shows this.

27:57-61 Jesus is buried with the rich

Verse 57 Clearly, Matthew wants us to realize that Jesus fulfilled the Old Testament prophecies. Read Isaiah
53:9. How does Jesus fulfill this prophecy?

Verses 58-60 It is also clear that Matthew wants us to know exactly what happened to the body of Jesus. In this
regard, what is the significance of the order Pilate gave? What is the significance of the big stone?

Verse 61 Matthew had already mentioned that the women watched Jesus’ crucifixion. Now he notes that they
were there at the burial. When Jesus rose, he notes that they were the first to the tomb and that Jesus appeared to
them first. Why do you think Matthew focuses on the loyalty of the women?

27:62-66 The guard at the tomb

Verses 62-64 From hindsight, what would have made the Pharisees’ position more firm: if a guard had been
posted or if the tomb had been left unattended?

Verses 65,66 How does Pilate’s seal make the resurrection account more certain?

28:1-10 The resurrection
Verses 1-3 Why did the angel roll away the stone from the opening to the tomb?

Verses 5-7 What good news did the angel give the women with the following words:

e “He is not here; he has risen”
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* “He is going ahead of you into Galilee”

Verses 8-10 What good news did Jesus give the disciples when he spoke of them as his brothers?

28:11-15 The guards’ report

A person might say about Matthew’s version of the story: “That’s only your version; we prefer to believe what the
guards said about disciples stealing the body away.” Why should Matthew’s account have been more credible
even to unbelievers of that day than the soldiers’ account?

How do the Pharisees’ actions complete the story of their rejection of Christ?

28:16-20 The Great Commission
Why did Jesus preface his commission by telling the disciples that he had “all authority in heaven and on earth”?

How were the disciples to “make disciples™?

Why is “baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit” such a wonderful
ministry?

Sometimes people think that “teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you” refers only to Jesus’
moral precepts. Give a complete picture of the things Jesus commanded us to do.

Why was it so comforting for the disciples to know that Jesus was still with them?

Why is it so comforting for us to know that Jesus will be with us to the end of the age?

Summary

There can be no doubt about what happened to Jesus’ body. Pilate ordered it put into a tomb and ordered
soldiers to watch it. Nothing short of the sight of an angel could frighten Roman soldiers away.

Jesus truly rose. His work is finished. He has all authority in heaven and on earth and wants us to tell
this truth to others. Christ has arisen, and his kingdom of grace and forgiveness is theirs!
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